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Questions and Answers

Our annua issue devoted to Questions and Answers. The fol-
lowing selections have been edited to either conserve space, en-
sure clarity, and/or remove any persona information.

Genesis 15:13, Exodus 12:40-41, and Galatians 3:17

These three passages seem to be referring to the exact
same era of time, but the number of years do not agree.
Why is this? Some Bible commentators treat this as a ‘mild
textual discrepancy,” while many Bible critics point to it as
proof that the Bible is not perfect and clearly has errors in it.

Though the same general era of time isin view in each
of the passages, the specific issue being referred to and dated
within that era in each of the passages is not exactly the
same. And this accounts for the difference.

In Galatians 3:17 Paul’s dating of 430 years pertains to
the span of time between when the covenant “was confirmed
before of God in Christ” until “the law” was brought in.
This is the specific issue that Paul is dealing with. How-
ever it is obvious that this issue is not the exact same issue
that is in view back in Genesis 15:13. Though the same
general era of time may be involved, the two passages are
dealing with two different issues and therefore set forth
two differently dated issues within that general era of time.

Paul in Galatians 3 is dealing with the particular issue
of “the covenant” aspect of God's “promise’ to Abraham.
But not only this, Paul is specificaly concerned with the
point at which “the covenant” was “confirmed.” Notice that
there are these three issues in Paul’s doctrine: the “prom-
ise,” “the covenant,” and it being “confirmed.” Simply put,
when God first dealt with Abraham, (to which Abraham
responded with the hearing of faith), what God said to him
was in the form of a“promise.” Then God put it in the form
of a “covenant.” And then even subsequent to doing that
God specificaly “confirmed” it in a way that made it so
that just as with a“man’s covenant” “no man disannulleth,
or addeth thereto.”

So when it comes to Paul’s dating he begins it with the
point of time at which God did the ‘confirming.’ This is
what he is concerned with for the subject matter that he is
dealing with in Galatians 3. And again it is obvious that
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what Paul is concerned with is not the issue that is in view
in Genesis 15:13. Neither is it the exact same issue that is
set forth in Exodus 12:40-41, even though the time span
cited there coincides.

With respect to the dating in Genesis 15:13, the particu-
lar issue there has to do with the amount of time involved
in Abraham’s seed being “afflicted” “in a land that is not
theirs.” The issueis not the ‘confirming’ of the covenant as
with Paul in Galatians and the span of time between it and
the bringing in of thelaw. So thisitsalf meansthat we should
not expect the time spoken about in the two passages to
match up, since the two passages are not talking about the
exact same thing.

Moreover note that in Genesis 15:13 the amount of time
spoken of is not even specifically for the time of Abraham’s
seed being “a stranger in aland that is not theirs’ and ‘ serv-
ing them.” Hence this also shows that the time referred to
here is not supposed to be the same as the time cited in
Exodus 12:40-41. Instead the last expression in verse 13 of
Genesis 15 specifically states that the time denoted per-
tainsto them being “afflicted” whilethey arethat “ stranger.”
Abraham’s seed was not always “ afflicted” while they were
that “stranger.” But during the overal time of them being
that “stranger,” for “four hundred years’ of it they would
be “afflicted.”

Hence the three passages are dealing with the dating of
three different issues during the same general era of time,
with the specifics and details related in each passage mak-
ing this obvious.



I
From EBM ToYYou

Dear Friends of EBM,

You may have noticed that you
did not receive the 3 quarter
edition of ™ Enjoy The Bible
Quarterly. Thiswas not the fault
of the postal system, or an
overdght. Rether due to some
unexpected complications that
arose in the preparation of it we
found that we would not be able
to have it ready for publication
in time. Consequently to avoid
complicating things further by
endeavoring to publish two
editions in a short span of time,
we decided to cancel the 3¢
quarter edition.

Speaking of time, some recent
changes in the lives of our
volunteer staff have madeit so
that the time we have to give to
EBM is not only a precious
commodity, but unfortunately it
isaso in short supply. Hence
though we do all that we canto
respond quickly to orders,
phone calls, email, and the like,
please be aware that at timeswe
will not be able to do so. Thank
you for understanding.

We continue to work on making
the necessary changes and
dterationsto our Very Snyle
Qurvey of The Bible booklet
series so that the project can be
completed. At the present time
Volumes Il through VI of the
series have been collected
together, reformatted, and are
being prepared for printing as a
compilation book. Though the
work it takesto do dl of this
sounds smple enough, it is
redly quite time-consuming and
involved. The find stages of
thiswork for Volumesl|

through VI are now at hand, and
we will continue to keep you
posted on our progress.

Tithing

Even though | know we live in the dispensation
of God’'s grace, tithing still seems to make
sense to me. After all the ministries of a church
should be supported.

You are correct in stating that the minis-
tries of a church should be supported, at least
one that is functioning as a genuine “pillar
and ground of the truth.” However tithing is
not how God has designed for this to be done
in this present dispensation of His grace.

We need to recognize and understand first
off that tithing is not the issue of free will giv-
ing or a free will offering at dl. In fact it is
pretty much the exact opposite of that. Tith-
ing is actually an imposed tax in God's pro-
gram and dealings with Isradl. It is a tax of
one-tenth that God placed upon the citizenry
of lsradl for the primary purpose of funding
Isragl’s national theocracy and services, and
especialy the priesthood, as God's nation.

The tithing regulations and command-
ments of the law make this plain, wherein 3
specific “tithes’ are set forth by which the
people of Israel fund their nation, its services,
and the priesthood within it. Simply put, these
3 specific “tithes” provide for the Levites
livelihood; for making and having al of the
provisions for the feast days; and for the poor
of the land. For this reason God speaksto Is-
rael about “all the tithes,” for there was more
than one. And since tithing was imposed and
functioned as a tax upon the citizenry of Is-
ragl, God al so speaks of them asonesthat “ pay
tithe” and the Levites who collected it as the
ones who “take tithes of the people.”

In addition to the issue of tithing there was
also the issue of, and provision for, free will
giving in God's program with lsragl. But it is
distinctly spoken of as such and it is dealt with
separately in the Law. Therefore free will giv-
ing is clearly not what “tithing” is al about.

So then because of what “tithing” is, and
because of its specific function in God's pro-
gramwith Israel, God through the apostle Paul
to usin this present dispensation of His grace
makes no mention of, or even reference to,
tithing when it comes to us. For not only is
God's program and dealings with Isragl tem-
porarily set aside and in abeyance while this
dispensation isin effect, but God's“ new crea-
ture,” (the“onenew man,” the church the body
of Christ that He is now forming), is not a

nation in God's plan and purpose. It is not a
theocracy and/or priesthood like Isragl is in
God's plan and purpose with them.

Tithing, therefore, has nothing to do with
us in this present dispensation of grace. No
form of taxation-style giving, or obligatory
giving, is part of God's program with us to-
day. Nor is any such giving the kind of giv-
ing that God wants to see from His “sons.”
Instead God through the apostle Paul teaches
us (for example in Il Corinthians 8-9) the is-
sue of completely free will giving. We are
taught the issue of cheerfully responding to
a pure and simple grace that is given to us,
with giving that is to be motivated by, and
done solely on the basis of, our gratitude,
thanksgiving, and appreciation for God's
marvelous grace unto us. As such our giving
isto be done cheerfully, without compulsion,
necessity, or obligation, being solely the
product of Godly love and charity within us,
which has been generated in us by the effec-

tual working of God's word within us.
-

Prophets

Is it proper for someone to call himself a
prophet, or to claim to have “the gift of
prophecy,” today? There seem to be many
who do.

The only ones calling themselves proph-
ets at this time in this present dispensation
of God's grace are ones who are self-pro-
fessed prophets, but not genuine prophets of
God at al. The genuine role and function of
the prophets at the beginning of this dispen-
sation was because they possessed the gift
of prophecy, just as Paul teaches for example
in | Corinthians 12-14. This particular gift,
along with the rest of the spiritua gifts that
were given and functioning at that time, were
needed at the beginning of this dispensation
until the “more excellent way” arrived with
the completion of God's written word and
the perfect knowledge status that it would
provide. The gifts were only given by God,
and only functioned, during the time when
“that which is perfect” had not yet come.
“That which is perfect,” as the context of |
Corinthians 13 makes plain, is the perfect
knowledge state that would exist when all
the doctrine God had to revead for this dis-
pensation was revealed, and it was written
down so that God's written word was ful-
filled.
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That this would happen during the
very lifetime of the Corinthians saints
themselvesis dso clear, for Paul’s cor-
rective doctrine on the overall subject
of the spiritual gifts prepared them for
the time when the giftswould “ be done
away” and they themselves would be
operating upon the “more excellent
way” brought in by the perfect, com-
pleted written word of God. And the
gifts certainly were “done away,” just
as Paul taught. For though when he
wrote | Corinthians he referred to the
giving of the gifts as a present tense
issue that was going on at the time he
wrote, he no longer did thisin his later
epistles. For examplein hislater epistle
of Ephesians, in particular 4:7-16,
(where he specifically deals with the
perfect knowledge status of the “more
excellent” way that had then arrived),
he refers to what Christ had done in
giving the gifts of apostles, prophets,
evangelists, and pastors and teachers
as a past tense event. Wherefore Paul
says, “And he gave some...” in verse
11.

So then the temporary time of the
giving and functioning of the gifts was
now over. The “more excellent way”
spoken about and looked forward to
earlier on in | Corinthians 12-14 had
now arrived. Therefore that which was
in part was now “done away.”

For this reason also Paul repeatedly
talksin his later epistles about the “dl”
knowledge and wisdom status that now
exists for us, along with the issue of
us being ‘perfect men’ in our edifica
tion and no more ‘children.’” Once
again the very immature and partial
knowledge state that existed earlier on,
which by its nature demanded the giv-
ing and function of spiritual gifts, now
no longer was in existence. The “more
excellent way” had arrived. The full
revelation of knowledge for us had ar-
rived, and with Paul’'s later epistles it
was being committed to the written
word of God, and the word of God was
being “fulfilled” by him, just as Paul
states in Colossians 1.

So with this being the case, the gift
of prophecy in particular was no longer
given by God for it was no longer
needed. It had fulfilled its function with
the ones to whom it was given at the
beginning of this dispensation, and it
has been superseded by the perfect,
completed written word of God, just
as God planned for and designed to
take place.

Therefore there have been no genu-
ine prophets, or genuine possessors of
the gift of prophecy, in this dispensa-
tion of grace since Paul began writing
his later epistles. All others through-
out this dispensation of grace and down
to the present time who would call
themselves prophets, or claim to have
the gift of prophecy, or are called
prophets by others, are either self-de-
ceived or deceived by others into so
thinking of themselves as such. More-
over they are also wittingly or unwit-
tingly cooperating with the Satanic
policy of evil againgt the written word
of God by their actions.

The next time a genuine prophet of
God will exist and function on the earth
will be after God concludesthis present
dispensation of His grace, at which
time He will resume and fulfill His
program and dealings with Isragl. The
final installment in God' s program with
Isragl yet to come will see the func-
tion of some prophets whose particu-
lar role and function will have to do
with bringing God's final condemning
indictment upon the rebelliousness and
contrariness of Isragl’s apostate reli-
gious system.

>
The Bottles of Heaven
What does God mean when in Job
38:37 He says to Job, “who can stay
the bottles of heaven”?

My understanding is that “the
bottles of heaven” and the issue of
“who can stay” them is something that
is more than just a reference to gov-
erning the weather, or orchestrating it.
Before this specific issue in verses 37-
38 is set forth, God has dealt with the
fundamental issue of causing “it torain

on the earth,” etc. So | am persuaded
that He is not just repeating Himself
now in verses 37-38.

My understanding is that all of
these questions in this latter portion of
chapter 38 have to do with the issue of
being able to utilize, even manipulate,
the ordinances of heaven and earth.
And these ordinances will need to be
understood, utilized, and even manipu-
lated, in the day that God reconciles
the earth to Himself. The judgments,
plagues, and the like, that will need to
be brought to pass in that day will re-
quire this ahility. And this is the very
ability that God Himself has, and this
isthe very thing that He will do in that
day.

With respect therefore to “the
bottles of heaven,” this is part of the
specific issue of the ability to both
“stay” and provide water when the
conditions of verse 38 exist in the
Lord' sday. Hencethe issue of describ-
ing them as “the bottles of heaven.” A
bottle is a container for liquids, espe-
cialy water, and generally for persona
use so that one has water with him and
available to him when he needsit. The
judgments, plagues, and the like of the
Lord's day are going to have an effect
upon the availability of water. Thiswill
effect both the ungodly, and the rem-
nant of Isragl. To be able to produce
the necessary judgments, as well asto
be able to provide water to the ones to
whom God promises it, one will need
to be able to do what verse 37 says.
That is“number the cloudsin wisdom”
during that time, and also be able to
stop “the bottles of heaven” from pro-
ceeding and getting through to certain
places, while at the same time seeing
to it that they do get through to other

places and to other people.
=il

The Book of Mormon

Those who call themselves Mormons,
or Latter Day Saints, point to Ezekiel
37:15-20, Isaiah 29:11, and John 10:16
to prove that the Bible prophesied
about the book of Mormon. Could you
give me some insight into what these
passages are talking about?
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The verses you cited are the most
common verses in the Bible that Mor-
monism uses to try to show that the
coming of the book of Mormon was
prophesied about. Asyou are undoubt-
edly aware, Mormonism contains
many teachings which are contrary to
what the Bible says, (e.g. Adam was
our God and Father; Jesus Christ was
not begotten by the Holy Ghost; men
are not spiritually dead by nature in
Adam; Lucifer was a spirit brother to
Jesus). It also is full of teachings of
which the Bible makes no mention,
(e.g. their doctrine of celestial mar-
riage; the Army of Redeemers).

However it is also interesting to
note that many of Mormonism'’s car-
dinal doctrines and teachings cannot
be found in the book of Mormon -
ther. For example, the book of Mor-
mon does not speak of ‘ baptism for the
dead'; of celestial marriage; of progres-
sion to godhood; or of a host of other
essential Mormon teachings, ordi-
nances, and the like. These teachings
are found in the subsequent writings
of Joseph Smith and Brigham Y oung,
and in the so-called other revelations
given to them through their priesthood.

In truth, though the book of Mor-
mon is by necessity honored by them,
it is not their main source of faith and
practice. Nor is the Bible. Their other
books and writings are actually their
main source of faith and practice.
Mormons naturally deny this. However
their doctrines, ordinances, and prac-
tices say otherwise.

In my experience with their doc-
trines the book of Mormon is prima-
rily used by them as a tool to bridge
the gap, so to speak, between the Bible
and their other books like “Dactrine
and Covenants’ and the“ Pearl of Great
Price,” in which their essential doc-
trines and ‘gospel ordinances’ are to
befound. And what they want converts
to Mormonism to do is to pass from
the Bible to their other books of rev-
elation by going over the bridge that
the book of Mormon functions as.
Hence the last of their Articles of Faith

states, “We bdlieve the Bible to be the
word of God as far as it is trandated
correctly; we also believe the Book of
Mormon to be the word of God.” With
this statement they first of all pay lip-
service to the Bible, while at the same
time impugning the reliability of the
Bible, since to them it has not been
consistently ‘trandated correctly.” By
S0 saying, they also conveniently leave
themsalves the ability to discard, dis-
regard, and/or adjust any of its teach-
ings that they don't like, or that they
want to adjust to say something differ-
ent, by smply saying that a particular
statement, or verse, or passage in the
Bible has not been properly trandated.
They then trandate it, or interpret it,
in such a way as fits their needs. So

With this state-
ment they first of
all pay lip-service
to the Bible, while
at the same time

impugning the

reliability of the
Bible,...

though this particular Article of Faith
professes the Bible to be the word of
God, it does not state this to be so un-
reservedly.

However no such reservation is
made in connection with the book of
Mormon. This, the Article states, is
simply “the word of God,” with no
guestion as to whether it is trandated
correctly or not. And later on the rea
son for this becomes apparent when the
book of Mormon is used to move a
convert’s confidence away from what
the Bible says, to what the book of
Mormon says, and then to move it ul-
timately to what their books of other
revelations have to say. The Bible is
honored by them; the book of Mormon
is revered by them; but their other
books of revelations are what are ac-
tually believed and followed.

Nevertheless the book of Mormon
is essential to Mormonism. And as
such it goesto great lengthsto persuade
people that the Bible prophesies about
its coming; that it is ‘ another testament
of Jesus Christ’; and that it is the tes-
tament of Jesus Christ that not only
pertains to those in the Americas, but
to al men, seeing that (as they teach)
it contains the “everlasting gospd in
itsfulness’ and Mormonism isthe only
“True church on the earth.”

Now with respect to the verses and
passages in the Bible that Mormonism
uses to promote the book of Mormon,
an honest handling of them in their
particular contexts makes it plain and
clear that they do not say what Mor-
monism saysthey say. (However Mor-
monism is not counting on anyone han-
dling the verses honestly within their
contexts. It doesn’t do this itsdlf, and
it figures others will not do so, or be
able to do s0.) So by paying attention
to their contexts, and by paying atten-
tion to the outworking of God's pro-
gram and dealings with Isradl, the fol-
lowing briefly and simply sets forth
what the verses are talking about.

Re: Ezekiel 37:15-20 — The im-
mediate context of this passage, along
with the overall context of the out-
working of God's program with Isragl,
make it plain and clear that “the stick”
that is written upon with the words
“For Judah, and for the children of Is-
ragl his companions’ is not the Bible,
and “the stick” that is written upon
with the words “For Joseph, the stick
of Ephraim, and for the children of Is-
ragl his companions’ is not the book
of Mormon. Nor does the joining of
them “one to another into one stick”
in Ezekiel’s hand prophesy about the
Bible and the book of Mormon becom-
ing the combined word of God in the
latter days.

This is basically what Mormonism
teaches, but the context forbids any
such interpretation. For the context it-
salf interprets what God “meanest by
these” in verses 18-25ff, and it isplain
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and clear what they mean in the inter-
pretation that it gives.

As verses 18-25 set forth, the
“sticks’ with the names of the two par-
ticular tribes of Isragl written on them,
along with the reference to the other
tribes that became “companions’ of
either Judah or Joseph/Ephraim, rep-
resent the “two nations’ “divided into
two kingdoms’ that the whole nation
of Israel had become following the
death of Solomon. As | Kings earlier
on recorded, the whole nation was di-
vided into two nations, and two king-
doms, after Solomon’ sdeath. Thiswas
done in accordance with bringing upon
Israel the Second Course of Punish-
ment belonging to the Law covenant,
which is set forth and described in
Levitcus 26.

Now in the latter part of Ezekid’'s
prophesies God is setting before |sragl
how it isthat He will deliver them from
all of the effects of the Law’s Courses
of Punishment that they have brought
upon themselves by their failure to
keep that covenant. This God will do
when He culminates His program and
dealings with lsradl, establishing them
in their promised land and establish-
ing His kingdom on this earth with
them in their land. And in connection
with rectifying the effects of the
Courses of Punishment, specifically in
Ezekiel 37:15ff God is prophesying
about the issue of reversing the divi-
sion of the nation that took place when
the Second Course of Punishment was
brought upon Israd.

As verse 22 makes plain, the two
“sticks’ represent the two nations, two
kingdoms, status that Israel possesses
astheresult of Levitcus 26. But in put-
ting the two sticks together into one
stick, it illustrates for the whole house
of Israel thereversal of this status. God
is going to reverse the effects of
Leviticus 26 and “make them one na-
tion in the land upon the mountains of
Isragl; and one king shall be king to
them all: and they shall be no moretwo
nations, neither shall they be divided
into two kingdoms any more at al.”

The prophecy and meaning of the
two sticks is sdlf-interpreting in verses
18-25. And as such it is blatantly obvi-
ous that what Mormonism says about
it is a deliberately corrupt and false
interpretation. What Mormonism says
is of their own concoction. It is a lie
that is dishonestly forced on the pas-
sage, and it has absolutely nothing
whatsoever to do with the immediate
context, or with the doctrina role of
Ezekid's prophecies in the outwork-
ing of God's program and dealings
with lsradl.

Re: Isaiah 29:11 — According to
Mormon publications, this verse is
cited to substantiate the book of Mor-
mon being the word of God because

God was going
to judicially
blind Israel so
that they
could not
understand
Isaiah’s “vision”
right away.

the book of Mormon is said by them
to be“the sealed book of Isaiah, chap-
ter 29, which it quotes and interprets.”

However as a careful reading of
verse 29 shows, God through Isaiah is
not talking about a book, or producing
a book. Rather He is talking about a
“vision of al” that He has given to Is-
ragl, which He says to Isradl is “be-
come unto you as the words of a book
that issealed,...” In other words, a par-
ticular “vision” that God has given to
Israel becomes unto them “as the
words of a book that is sealed”; i.e.
though the “vision” is given unto them,
itislike a“book that is sealed,” and as
such they are not going to be able to
understand it, even though they pos-
sess it and read it.

Therefore the issue in the verse is
not the existence of a book, or the pro-
ducing of a book, or the coming of a

book. Instead the issue is the particu-
lar “vision of al” that God has given
to Isradl; and the “vision” is being lik-
ened unto “a book that is sealed.”
Again there is no ‘sedled book.” The
issue of a‘sealed book’ isonly used in
the verse as an analogy for the fact that
Israel would not be able to understand
the meaning of the “vision” that God
gave to them through Isaiah.

Now “the vision of all” that the
verse refersto is “The vision of Isaiah
the son of Amoz, which he saw con-
cerning Judah and Jerusalem in the
days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah, kings of Judah,” just as
Isaiah 1:1 declares that Isaiah wrote
about. And as Isaiah 6:9ff previoudy
set forth; and as Isaiah 29:9-10 states
immediately before verse 11; God was
going to judicially blind Isragl so that
they could not understand Isaiah’s “vi-
sion” right away. And as the context
belonging to both of these passages
relates, God would do this because of
Isradl’s apostasy. And it would not be
until after He proceeded to do “a mar-
velous work among this people, even
a marvelous work and a wonder” by
which He dealt with “the wisdom of
their wise men” and “the understand-
ing of their prudent men,” that God
would lift the judicia blindness from
off of Israel and they could understand
Isaiah’s “vision.”

The “marvelous work” that God
would perform was the cross work of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and once it was
accomplished God lifted the judicial
blindness off of Israd, just as He said
He would do and just as the opening
chapters of the book of Acts testifies.

Thisis what Isaiah 29:11 is talking
about. It has nothing whatsoever to do
with the coming of another book from
God called the book of Mormon, (or
called anything else for that matter),
by which the Bible would be properly
interpreted.

Re: John 10:16 — According to
Mormon publications, “the promise
concerning ‘other sheep’ was reaized
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by the appearance of Christ to the
Nephites,” and it is the book of Mor-
mon that testifies to this. However
God's program with Israel says that
John 10:16 means something else.

God had already identified the
“other sheep” when He prophesied in
Ezekid about coming to “search my
sheep, and seek them out”; when He
prophesied about He Himself being
“the good shepherd” in contrast to “the
shepherds of Isragl” who have been
crudl to the Lord’ s flock; and when He
prophesied about setting up “ one shep-
herd” over them when they areno more
“two nations.” In Ezekiel 34 God be-
gins prophesying about these things
and begins describing His actions as
Israel’s “good shepherd.” Then in
chapter 37, (where we have already
noted that He describes reversing the
“two nations” judgment of the Second
Course of Punishment of Leviticus 26),
God goes on to describe how when all
Israel is no longer “two nations’ but
“one nation in the land,” that at that
time “they all shall have one shep-
herd.” The nation therefore will no
longer be “two nations’ with two folds
of sheep.

So then in view of this prophecy,
the Lord in the opening portion of John
10 is describing those aspects of His
‘shepherd ministry’ that were in effect
at that time in accordance with the ful-
fillment of Ezekiel 34. But as He said
inverse 16, “other sheep | have, which
are not of this fold: them also | must
bring, and they shall hear my voice;
and there shall be one fold, and one
shepherd.” In accordance with Ezekiel
37, those “other sheep” are the sheep
belonging to Joseph/Ephraim and the
house of Isragl his companions, who
are also known in the Gospel accounts
as the Samaritans.

These “other sheep” were not be-
ing dealt with at the same time as the
rest of the sheep of Isradl, because God
had said that He would deal with
Jerusalem and Judea first. The “other
sheep” are the Samaritans, and in per-

fect accordance with the prophesied
outworking of God's program with Is-
ragl the time would come in the pro-
gram when these “other sheep” would
be called. But not until the sheep of
Jerusalem and Judea were dealt with
first.

So then these are the issues that are
being spoken about in these three par-
ticular passages. It is plain and clear
from their respective contexts, and
from the outworking of God' s program
with Israel, that what Mormonism
teaches from these passagesis not only

false, but a deceitful lie.
=il

Galatians 3:19

What is the point of Paul's statement
regarding the law being “ordained by
angels in the hand of a mediator”?

By what the apostle Paul says heis
primarily underscoring the fact that in
view of the way in which the law was
given and was “ordained” it should be
obvious that by nature it is a different
type of covenant from the one that was
earlier on “confirmed before of God
in Christ” and set forth by God in
Abraham’s day. And indeed the law is
just that. It is a different type of cov-
enant with a different purpose to it.

As Paul began pointing out from
back at verse 15, by al sound prin-
ciples of jurisprudence the law cannot
be looked upon as fulfilling the same
purpose as the covenanted promise to
Abraham. Nor can the law be thought
of as annulling that previously
covenanted promise and/or replacing
it, nor being something that was later
added to it like a ‘rider clause,” etc.
Legdly thisisimpossible. Even man's
own jurisprudence won't allow it.
(And again this kind of recognition and
understanding is just what Paul is af-
ter, as verses 15ff make clear, in view
of the fact that the law was being de-
ceitfully taught as if it was the means
for obtaining justification in God's
sight.)

Moreover, by being “ordained by
angels in the hand of a mediator” as

verse 19 declares, the law is all the
more clearly and legally manifest not
to be a covenant of the samekind, (and
therefore not for the same purpose), as
the one which God had already set
forth and confirmed 430 years earlier
in Abraham’s day. Again, legally
speaking by the nature of its ‘ordain-
ing’ the law covenant is manifest to be
of adifferent variety atogether. There-
fore its purpose also has to be differ-
ent, just as Paul setsforth to be the case
in the first part of verse 19.

Being “ordained” asit was, the law
clearly is a two-party covenant, since
amediator wasinvolved. And also with
angels representing God on His side
and being the agency through whom
He gavethelaw to Israd, it was clearly
dealing with something different from
the issue of justification unto eternal
life that God had earlier dealt with
Abraham about, and had confirmed to
him was resident in and confined to
the merits of his singular “seed, which
is Chrigt.”

So then since no angels and no
mediator were involved in the cov-
enant “confirmed before of God in
Christ” in Abraham’ s day, the law cov-
enant obviously must be a different
type of covenant with a different pur-
pose. And again that's exactly what it
is.

In essence, and simply put,
Galatians 3:15-20 is a legal attestation
and certification based upon common
principles of jurisprudence, (particu-
larly those pertaining to covenant mak-
ing), that the law covenant cannot be
the means by which the Justice of God
justifies men unto eternd life. It is le-
gdly impossible for it to be so. God's
Justice would have to be unjust, self
contradictory, and corrupt for it to be
S0. — K. R. Blades

Our thanks to those
who faithfully help in
supporting this
ministry!
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Write for a catalogue with a complete listing
of all available materials:

Enjoy The Bible Ministries

P.O. Box 1586

Matthews, NC 28106

or visit www.EnjoyTheBible.org

Bible Study
Resources

1.888.2TIM.215 (voice mail only)

VIDEO & AUDIO

The Adoption Of Sons (A Primer to Sonship)

Being trested by God as adult sons is a great privilege of God's grace
that we enjoy in this dispensation of grace. This series serves as a primer
on this wonderful doctrine. 3 hour study

ViIOEOADE.......vcecvcveeetete ettt $7USS$ICAN

Basic Bible Comprehension

A concise yet thorough examination of what it means to be rightly divid-
ing the word of truth so that the Bible is properly handled. Failure to
understand and employ this basic command that God gave through the
Apostle Paul is the main reason for so much unsound Bible teaching.
The digtinctive ministry and message of the Apostle Paul, which is the
reason why the Bible must be rightly divided, is examined in this se-
ries.12 hour study

ViIOEOTAPE. .....ceiieieccecectctcte ettt $15US$20CAN
AUAIOLAPE.......cecvivieeeeecrctctetete ettt $15US $20CAN
The Battle On The Cross

This 8 hour study examines the strategic confrontation that took place
on the cross between our Lord and the Adversary. 8 hour study
VidEOTAPE. ... .cveeeveecteeeee et $13US$18CAN

The Benefits Of Understanding Israel's Program

Even though we live in the dispensation of God's grace and Israel’'s
program is temporarily suspended, God has designed for us to benefit
from understanding His program with Isragl. This series surveys those
benefits. 3 hour study

ViIdEOTAPE......ceeveeiceereete ettt $7US$ICAN

The Bible: The Preserved Word Of God

God's word has dways been subjected to the attacks of the Adversary.
These attacks have taken many forms, but the principal aim has aways
been to produce doubt in the mind of the one hearing God' s word and to
cause the question to be asked, “Y e, hath God said?’ This course exam-
ines the issues pertaining to the Divine preservation of the Bible so that
a knowledgeable and confident response can be made to such attacks. 22
hour study

ViIOEOTAPE. .....ceiieieccecvctctce ettt $36US$44CAN

Biblical Earth Science And Astronomy

This 10-hour study examines the fundamentals of what God says about
the heavens and earth He has created. 10 hour study

ViIOEOTAPE. .....ceiieieccecvctctce ettt $18US$23CAN

Counterfeiting The Power Of God

Counterfeiting the power of God has aways been part of Satan’s tactics,
and this is especidly true in this dispensation of grace. This series is a
brief introduction to what the Apostle Paul teaches us on this matter,
with specia emphasis placed upon the counterfeiting of spiritua gifts. 3
hour study

ViIdEOTAPE. .. .cveeicieieee ettt $7US$ICAN

Educating Angels

This 12 hour study examines the fundamentals of the impact of this dis-
pensation of grace upon the angelic realm, and especialy the privilege
of God's grace unto us to be educating angels today in some very impor-
tant matters. 12 hour study

VidEOLAPE. ..ottt $20US $27CAN
AUIOLAPE......ccveeeeiieiceee e $24US $32CAN

The Effectual Working of God’s Word - Part 1

(Northern Rocky Mountain Berean Bible Camp 1999)

In accordance with what Godliness is al about, God has designed for
His word to effectualy work within us and for it to accomplish some
very specific things in our Chrigtian lives. This series of studies exam-
ines both the fundamental redlity of this and just how it is that God's
word effectually works within us to accomplish what He has designed it
to do, as we believe the specific doctrines that He has given to usin this
dispensation.

ViIdEOTAPE.......cviecveteiciete e $15US$20CAN

The Effectual Working of God’s Word - Part 2

(Northern Rocky Mountain Berean Bible Camp 2000)

This series of studies builds upon the generd issues regarding the effec-
tual working of God's word examined in Part 1. In particular it examines
the effectual working of some specific doctrines given to us in |
Corinthians designed by God to materially change the way we think
about, and respond to, four of the hallmark features to this world's value

system.

ViIdEOTAPE.......cviecveticiete et $15US$20CAN
DICTIONARIES

American Dictionary of the English Language

by Noah Webster (1828)

A facamile reprint of the 1828 American Dictionary
of the English Language by Noah Webster. Rootsare
traced in twenty-six languages. Examples come from
classica literature and the Bible. 2,000 pages, forest
green vellum hardcover. Embossed gold-stamped Paul
Revereeagle.

.............................................................................. $50US $75CAN

American Dictionary of the English Language
by Noah Webster (1828) on CD

The 1828 Webster is completely indexed making word
searchesinstantaneous. Full text searchestake just sec-
onds. Use Y our Own Word Processor and Printer. Copy
definitions to the clipboard for easy pasting into your

word processor.
PCVESION ONIY....cvcicieciccec e $28US$40CAN
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“rightly dividing the word of truth” [l Timothy 2:15

Enjoy The Bible Ministries is an independent non-profit Bible Study organization, to assist in the “godly edifying” of your soul through “sound
doctrine.” There is no shortage of Bible teaching in the world, but sound Bible doctrine which “rightly divides the word of truth” in accordance
with the revelation of the “mystery of Chrit” given to the Apostle Paul is not that common. “Rightly dividing the word of truth” is the founda-
tion upon which we stand, and teaching it to the fulfillment of God's design for your edification is what we are interested in. As a Bible Study

organization we use a variety of means and ministries to help Christians understand and enjoy the Bible.
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P.O. Box 1586, Matthews, NC 28106
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BOOKS AND BOOKLETS

B B o uerry . TR

Satan and His Plan of Evil

384 pages * 12 Chapters * Fold-out Chart

Softcover « Scipture Index

1-4copies.............. $15.00US $18.00CAN

5-9 COpIES.....c.v..... $13.50US $16.00CAN

10+ copies............... $12.00US $14.50CAN
R

The Gospel of God’s Grace
Make it Clear! Make it Plain!
40 pages  Softcover
1-9copies......... $3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies......... $2.00US $3.00CAN
Have you ever wondered what
Heaven is Like?

40 pages  Softcover
1-9copies......... $3.00US $4.00CAN

10+ copies......... $2.00US $3.00CAN
e

A Very Sih-1p'l;z Survey of
THE BIBLE: Volume I
40 pages * Softcover

GENESIS: Volume II

56 pages * Softcover
1-9copies......... $3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies......... $2.00US $3.00CAN

Our Lending Library is now up
and running. Just about all of our
materials are now available for
loan through the Library, and we

are quite pleased with the initia

response. The library will have a

minimum of one, maybe two, copies of each

study offered by Enjoy the Bible Ministries.

If you would like to make use of the Lending
Library, contact...

Enjoy The Bible Lending Library
c/oBob & Linda Stack
2216 N. Champlain Street
Arlington Heights, IL  60004-2910

or

email at:
library@EnjoyTheBible.org




