
www.EnjoyTheBible.org THIRD QUARTER 2009The ENJOY THE BIBLE Quarterly 1

P.O. Box 1586,  Matthews, NC  28106-1586
1.888.2TIM.215 Email: info@EnjoyTheBible.org Third Quarter  2009

The

Quarterly

Table of Contents

Article:

Are We Disadvantaged? ......................................................... 1

From EBM To You .................................................................... 2
Bible Study Resources ........................................................... 8
Contact Information ............................................................... 8

ENJOY THE BIBLE

Are We Disadvantaged?
An Introduction to a Very Special Feature

of God’s Word

It is often said that ‘experience is the best teacher.’
And in many cases this may be true. Yet at the same
time it is frequently pointed out that if we can ‘watch

and learn’ from someone, or be coached by him, all the bet-
ter. For though we can readily learn things in ‘the school of
hard knocks,’ it is often easier for us to learn how to do
something, or learn how to apply some particular knowledge
to a situation, when we can actually watch someone else do
it first and so observe what he does.

For when we have an experienced example or coach to
watch, we get a double-dose of learning power, so to speak.
In other words not only do we acquire knowledge and learn
about its proper application from what a coach says to us,
but we also get to actually see him put it into practice.

Hence we get to see him take the knowledge and prop-
erly apply it and make use of it, without ourselves having to
go through a process of trial and error of trying to figure out
the proper application. We therefore can minimize the ne-
cessity of ‘learning from our mistakes,’ and we also can avoid
wasting precious time as we go about acquiring the ability or
skill that we are after.

So by both ‘hearing and seeing’ the learning process is
made more powerful and more productive. Moreover it is
also usually more complete. For as we observe an experi-
enced example or coach we are often able to see the full
capabilities of the knowledge being applied. Therefore
we are able to pick up on or perceive things about the use of
the knowledge that we probably would not perceive so quickly
if we were not able to actually see it being put into action
before our very eyes.

Wherefore by having visual instruction accompany what
we either read or hear we often make quicker and more
insightful connections in our understanding. That is, we of-
ten grasp applications of knowledge more thoroughly, and
also discern details about its proper use more clearly, be-
cause we do not just read or hear about it, but we are able to
see it properly demonstrated to us.

Having, therefore, an observable example to follow —
someone to watch who has already learned what we want
to learn, and who has already successfully applied and expe-
rienced what we want to apply and experience — is a big
advantage for us whenever we need to learn something.

Begs the Question
With this being so it begs the question, Are we disad-

vantaged when it comes to learning certain things from
God’s word? Or to put it more specifically, Are we disad-
vantaged when it comes to us following the apostle Paul’s
example and pattern for our sonship lives, since it is not
possible for us to personally observe his example?

This is a legitimate question since there are a number of
times in our epistles when God makes reference to us per-
sonally ‘seeing’ what the apostle Paul experienced. And then
on the basis of his example we are expected to learn just
how he applied specific aspects of our godly edifying to his
sonship life, so that we can do the same in our own lives.

For example, in I Corinthians 2 Paul says...

1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not
with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring
unto you the testimony of God.
2 For I determined not to know any thing among
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and
in much trembling.
4 And my speech and my preaching was not with
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstra-
tion of the Spirit and of power;
5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of
men, but in the power of God. (I Corinthians 2:1–5)

When God had Paul write this to the saints in Corinth
the vast majority of them had firsthand or eyewitness knowl-
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edge of what Paul said. For they had personally
seen and witnessed the things that he said re-
garding his example to them. They therefore
actually saw Paul’s “weakness” and his “fear”
and his “much trembling.” While at the same
time they also saw and observed how he dealt
with these things and operated in spite of them,
just as he relates.

But obviously such is not the case with us
today at all. We have no such personal obser-
vation of Paul’s experience, nor of his response.

Does this, therefore, mean that we are at a
disadvantage compared to the Corinthians when
it comes to us being able to effectually learn
and apply what God has Paul say to us in this
portion of our sonship curriculum?

Similarly, for example, in Philippians 4 Paul
says...

9 Those things, which ye have both
learned, and received, and heard, and
seen in me, do: and the God of peace
shall be with you. (Philippians 4:9)

The Philippian saints had personally “seen”
in Paul many of the very things that he speaks
about in this passage. As such they were eye-
witnesses of how Paul handled himself in the
sorely trying situations of which he speaks, see-
ing for themselves just how he made particular
application of the specific knowledge that our
Father gives to us as “the God of peace” that
He is.

Wherefore the saints in Philippi were able
to call upon their personal memory of Paul’s
example to them, recalling to themselves ex-
actly what they had ‘seen in him.’ And then
they were able to “do” the same, or put what
they had “seen” into practice, just like Paul said,
in order to have ‘the God of peace be with them’
as He was with Paul.

But what about us today? We have no such
personal recollection of Paul’s example to us
upon which to call.

Are we then at a disadvantage when it
comes to either effectually or fully learning how
to have “the God of peace” with us, compared
to how the Philippian saints learned it? Does
the fact that we have not personally ‘seen’ or
observed Paul’s example limit us in the sense
that it makes it more difficult for us today to
learn what Paul teaches in this passage and apply
it to ourselves?

The Answer
Simply put the answer is ‘No.’ We are not

one whit disadvantaged by not being able to
benefit from personally seeing Paul’s example
and pattern with our own eyes.

Instead the truth of the matter is that we
are just as equally advantaged, and we are
just as equally capable  of fully benefiting
from Paul’s example and pattern, as the saints
of his day were.

For in accordance with one of the most
extraordinary features and capabilities of God’s
word, our Father has both endowed and em-
powered the curriculum for our godly edifying
with the ability to make virtual eyewitnesses
out of us.

In other words God our Father has given
our “doctrine which is according to godliness”
the amazing ability to produce within our hearts
and minds the very same ‘powers of observa-
tion,’ and the very same degree and amount
of perceptibility, as that which was expected
to be operational in the saints who personally
saw Paul’s ‘face in the flesh.’

An Extraordinary Capability
Now this is truly an extraordinary capa-

bility, and one that we should deeply appreci-
ate.

However it is important for us to under-
stand that this capability is not simply the re-
sult of God giving us a supplemental narration
of events, (or an accompanying descriptive
account of things that happened to Paul), as
might be given by a common storyteller or re-
porter, who wants to help his readers get a
sense of what was happening.

In other words our Father has not simply
supplied us with an historical record, or de-
scriptive journal, of some of Paul’s activities
in either the Book of Acts or in his epistles,
from which we are supposed to obtain a mea-
sure of understanding of what the saints in
Paul’s day actually saw.

Instead we need to understand and ap-
preciate that what God has done amounts to
much more than this. It involves much more
than providing us with mere background or ref-
erence information, despite the measure of
help that such information can some times give
when it comes from the hands of a capable
writer.

At the time of this
writing Keith is re-
covering from sur-
gery for colon can-
cer. He underwent a
complete colectomy
and ileostomy.

During surgery a
second active can-
cer was found in the
upper portion of the
small intestine, but it
was not able to be
completely removed.
In addition subse-
quent pathologies
have indicated that
cancer is also pre-
sent in at least one
other system.

So he has now
been turned over to
oncology for a full
and thorough as-
sessment of the na-
ture of the cancers
and their stages of
development. He will
then be given a
prognosis of their
activities and ef-
fects, along with a
determination of
treatment options.

When further
updates are avail-
able we will post
them on our website.
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For the truth of the matter is that
God has provided for us to have bona
fide empathy with Paul in his example
and pattern. Or to say this more spe-
cifically, He has enabled us to person-
ally and actually enter into both the spirit
of place and the spirit of fellowship
when it comes to Paul’s example and
pattern. And this is something that is
beyond the ability of any human writer
or communicator.

Now God accomplishes this phe-
nomenal feat by the operation of His
Spirit in conjunction with the particular
way in which He had Luke set forth
his information about Paul and his ex-
periences in the Book of Acts, and also
by the specific way in which He had
Paul convey his personal information
to us in his epistles.

Whereby God has made it so that
the information He has given to us about
Paul’s example and pattern has the fol-
lowing essential twofold ability:

(1) it has the power to enable ‘the
eyes of our understanding’ to see events
and happenings as clearly, and with as
much authentic realism, as if we actu-
ally had been there seeing these things
with our own physical eyes.

(2) it has the power to enable our
hearts to genuinely sense, perceive, and
respond in the very same way that they
would have done, had we actually been
there in person observing things for our-
selves and responding to them.

This, once again, is an extraordi-
nary capability that God our Father has
built into His word, and particularly into
the curriculum for our sonship educa-
tion. As such the impact and fruits of
its effectual working within us are noth-
ing short of genius on His part.

Extraordinary, but Needed
Yet at the same time this kind of

capability is exactly what we should ex-
pect from our Father.

For in view of the fact that our
sonship edification is our vocational
education and training as God’s “new
creature”; and in view of God having

set forth Paul’s sonship life as a “pat-
tern” for us when it comes to us un-
derstanding, appreciating, and properly
putting into practice the effectual work-
ing of our own sonship education; then
we need to be able to genuinely ob-
serve our pattern, and as such be
coached by him, so to speak.

Therefore instead of us being dis-
advantaged or handicapped in any way,
the opposite is true. For by means of
this supernatural capability our Father
has ingeniously empowered His writ-
ten record of Paul’s example and pat-
tern with the ability to make the very
same kind of visual and emotional im-
pact upon us today as would have been
made had we actually been there to per-
sonally observe it.

A Closer Look
Now the more we truly understand

and appreciate this extraordinary ca-
pability, the better off we will be.

For in order for us to fully benefit
from Paul’s example and pattern, (i.e.
to ensure that we get the full effectual
working from them that we should), we
need to give them their full value and
weight as we encounter them in the
course of our “godly edifying.” And in
order to do this we need to know just
how our Father expects us to deal with
them, and what He expects us to ex-
tract from them.

Consequently this means that we
need to deal with the details of Paul’s
example and pattern with the intelli-
gent and insightful understanding of
their designed effectual working
within us. And so we need to deal with
them with the clear expectation and
anticipation that they will accomplish
within us what they are supposed to
accomplish.

Therefore it is imperative that we
have more than just a basic realization
or awareness that our Father has em-
powered Paul’s example and pattern
with this extraordinary capability, de-
spite how impressive it is. For simply
being in awe of it will not do. For we
really cannot get by with only a vague

notion of this matter, or with a poorly
defined or foggy idea of what we
should expect the information to do for
us.

Instead we need to have a real and
clear appreciation for this capability.
One that comes from a knowing un-
derstanding of how it works and of
what it does within us.

Provision Made
Now our Father is fully aware of

this. And as such He took this into ac-
count when He designed and composed
the curriculum for our godly edifying.

Wherefore before God actually has
us encounter and deal with Paul’s ex-
ample and pattern as part of our sonship
edification, He provides for us to ac-
quire a knowing understanding of this
extraordinary capability and how it
works. And this He does by making use
of it at least a dozen times before we
ever get to Romans 12, where the cur-
riculum for our sonship education be-
gins in earnest.

So then doctrinally-speaking by the
time we are ready and prepared to fully
delve into our sonship education, we
already should have a fairly good work-
ing knowledge of this extraordinary ca-
pability.

Therefore to enhance our under-
standing and appreciation for this ca-
pability, let’s briefly look at two of these
pre-Romans 12 occasions. The first fo-
cusing upon us being virtual eyewit-
nesses, and the second upon us having
virtual empathy.

Virtual Eyewitnesses
God first provides for us to be vir-

tual eyewitnesses when through the ef-
fectual working of “the gospel of Christ”
He enables us to clearly see with ‘the
eyes of our understanding’ just what
was taking place on the cross when the
Lord Jesus Christ was “delivered for
our offences,” and then three days later
“was raised again for our justification.”

In fact Paul makes direct reference
to the issue of us being virtual eyewit-
nesses of Christ’s crucifixion when he
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reproved the Galatians saying...

1 O foolish Galatians, who
hath bewitched you, that ye
should not obey the truth, be-
fore whose eyes Jesus Christ
hath been evidently set forth,
crucified among you?
(Galatians 3:1)

As we well know the actual cru-
cifying of the Lord Jesus Christ did not
take place in Galatia, nor did it occur
when Paul was among the Galatians.
Rather it took place in Jerusalem in Is-
rael, and years earlier.

Yet through the effectual working
of “the gospel of Christ” God has pro-
vided for “the preaching of the cross”
to enable us, (like the Galatians), to be
virtual eyewitnesses of Christ’s cruci-
fixion. Or as Paul says, to have Jesus
Christ “evidently set forth” before our
“eyes,” and thereby have Him ‘cruci-
fied among us.’

Now without any exaggeration,
and also without the use of any figura-
tive licence or speech, this is exactly
what “the gospel of Christ” is capable
of doing to us. It truly has the extraor-
dinary power to enable us to enter into
‘the spirit of place’ of the cross of
Calvary, and thereby allow us to ‘see’
with the ‘eyes of our understanding’
Christ being crucified for us.

As such therefore when we go
through “the gospel of Christ” in Ro-
mans 1–3 its effectual working has the
power to make virtual eyewitnesses out
of us, who (1) can ‘see’ Christ being
crucified in front of us with as much
realism as if we were actually there;
and (2) who can also ‘see’ His cruci-
fixion taking place with the intelligent
and insightful comprehension of one
who knows exactly what Christ is do-
ing, and knows all that is happening to
Him, and knows the reasons for ev-
erything that happens.

In fact this is the reason Paul says
“before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath
been EVIDENTLY set forth,...”

Accordingly therefore the provi-
sion exists in the details of “the gospel

of Christ” for the eyes of our under-
standing to perceptively “see” and fol-
low the very order in which the Lord
Jesus Christ went about meeting and
fulfilling every legal requirement and ev-
ery judicial satisfaction that He needed
to fulfill for us as our Redeemer.

Hence just as one is able to watch
an orderly presentation of evidence in
a court case, together with an orderly
and corresponding pronouncement from
the bench of judicial compliance and sat-
isfaction regarding the evidence, “the
gospel of Christ” provides for us to be
able to “see” everything that Christ did
with the same intelligent and compre-

hending eyes that God Himself had
when as Judge He set forth Christ “to
be a propitiation through faith in his
blood,” and He watched Christ bear and
satisfy each and every judgment that
was brought against Him as He took
our place.

Now God has both endowed and
empowered His “gospel of Christ” with
the ability to accomplish this primarily
by the way that He composed it, to-
gether with the way that He composed
the historical record of Christ’s cruci-
fixion in each of the Gospel accounts.

Therefore through the effectual
working of “the gospel of Christ” God
provides for us to be virtually trans-
ported to Golgotha, where not only are
we able to witness Christ being ‘cruci-
fied among us,’ but we are also able to
hear Him describe and explain to us in
detail, (and in order), the judicial pro-
ceedings that took place there when ac-

cording to Paul’s gospel Christ “was
delivered for our offences.”

Consequently as we are effectu-
ally enabled to watch and observe the
crucifixion , and as we hear God
through His gospel define for us and
describe to us each aspect of the judi-
cial proceedings that take place, He
enables us to understand and appreci-
ate each one of them as He does.

In fact as each step in the process
of Christ securing propitiation for us un-
folds before our eyes, not only are we
enabled to perceptively watch what
happens to Him, but as we follow the
proceedings we are also able to intel-
ligently respond to each of them.

Hence by being in possession of as
much realism as those that were there,
with knowing comprehension we are
able to say to ourselves such things as:

‘Now I can ‘see’ God laying my
vile sins on Him, making Him, (who
knew no sin), to be sin for me.’

Then as we watch the process of
redemption moving on we can say...

‘The horrors of what it must be like
to be under God’s righteous wrath are
starting to chill my soul, as I see Him
beginning the process of suffering the
debt and penalty of my sins for me.’

And then as we are in the midst of
the darkness, and our hearts are seized
by the horrific cost that Christ is paying
to produce propitiation for us, our trem-
bling souls admittedly confess...

‘The sheer agony and travail of His
soul is terrifying me. For though I am
blind to seeing His suffering at this time,
I know that He is undergoing ghastly
writhing tortures and torments as He is
being stricken with blow after blow of
punishment from the rod of God’s Jus-
tice, as God’s righteous indignation and
wrath against my sins is expended upon
Him.’

But then finally, after what seems
like an eternity, the darkness is lifted.
And with our anxious hearts straining
to know the outcome, and with our eyes
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once again able to see, what we see
overwhelms us. And so we are over-
come with such a thrill in our souls that
the words just burst forth from our lips...

‘I can see Him! And, yes, He is
still alive! He has endured! O yes He
has endured! — And I now hear Him
triumphantly declaring, “It is finished.”
— O Hallelujah, my Blessed Re-
deemer!’

Realism Indeed
This has been nothing more than a

very brief, simple, and feebly put de-
scription of the realism that is produced
by the extraordinary capability of God’s
word when it comes to making us vir-
tual eyewitnesses.

Nonetheless it sufficiently illus-
trates the power of this extraordinary
capability, which in turn completely
erases any notion that we are disad-
vantaged.

In fact we are so equally
advantaged by the power of the real-
ism of being virtual eyewitnesses, that
without one whit of exaggeration, and
without any semblance of pretense, we
can answer the song writer’s question,
“Were you there when they crucified
my Lord?” by honestly saying, ‘Yes!
Yes I was.’

Such is the realism of being virtual
eyewitnesses — of being ones “before
whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been
evidently set forth, crucified among
you.”

Virtual Empathy
Now as remarkable as it is for God

to provide for us to be made virtual eye-
witnesses, He actually takes things one
step further when He provides for us
to have virtual empathy.

For with virtual empathy God first
of all enables us to realize the way in
which Paul was impacted by the things
that he experienced as our example and
pattern. But He does not stop there, as
if He was only giving us some frame
of reference material. Instead our Fa-
ther also provides for us to genuinely
have the same kind of feelings and

emotional responses that Paul had,
so that we can enter into an authentic
‘spirit of fellowship’ with Paul, and
thereby unmistakably and confidently
know just how the effectual working
of our Father’s word is to likewise work
within us.

Wherefore it takes something ex-
tra, in a sense, to produce virtual em-
pathy since there is more involved, es-
pecially as it pertains to our souls. It
requires our Father to use information
that He specifically empowers with the
ability to reach all the way through into

our souls, and once there purposefully
touch the emotional and sensory
chords of our hearts.

But then once it has successfully
done this, our Father’s word also needs
to have the power to go to work in our
souls to cause the chords of our hearts
to resonate with the same sentiments
that Paul expresses in his example
and pattern — thusly producing an au-
thentic ‘spirit of fellowship’ with Paul.

Now not surprisingly our Father has
perfectly provided for this very thing.
In truth He actually has made it so that
the information about Paul’s example
and pattern has the power to be ‘felt’
by us, just as Paul himself felt it at the
time. That is, it has the ability to pen-
etrate into our souls and effectually stir
within us the same kinds of correspond-
ing reactions, emotions, sensations, sen-
timents, and the like.

And besides this, just as God has
done when it comes to enabling us to

be virtual eyewitnesses, so also before
we ever get to Romans 12 He has
given us some practice sessions, so to
speak, with the issue of understanding,
appreciating, and possessing virtual em-
pathy. In fact He provides us with no
less than five opportunities whereby we
can get a working knowledge of hav-
ing virtual empathy.

So to enhance our understanding
and appreciation for this issue, let’s
briefly look at one such occurrence at
the end of Romans 8 at the conclusion
to our sonship establishment.

Feeling the Heat
35 Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? shall
tribulation, or distress, or per-
secution, or famine, or naked-
ness, or peril, or sword?
36 As it is written, For thy
sake we are killed all the day
long; we are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter.
37 Nay, in all these things we
are more than conquerors
through him that loved us.
(Romans 8:35–37)

“Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ?” is the last of the five
heart-probing questions that we are
asked in Romans 8:31–39. By them our
Father works within us to produce the
full measure of confidence, assurance,
and conviction that we need to have as
“sons” in the power of the curriculum
for our sonship education, before we
actually start dealing with it.

Specifically our Father probes our
hearts in five particular ways in order
to expose to us any problems we might
have in the five areas of our hearts that
are responsible for producing and main-
taining the issues of confidence, assur-
ance, and conviction.

Hence by the effectual working of
each of the five probing questions our
Father performs open-heart surgery on
us, so to speak. First He works within
our heart to expose it to the specific
stimulus contained in each question.
Then as we respond to each of the
stimuli, He proceeds to work to eradi-
cate any weakness, or doubts, or faint-
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ness of heart that we might have. And once such things are
eradicated, He then simultaneously goes to work to effectu-
ally generate in their place the full measure of sonship confi-
dence, assurance, and conviction that we should have in the
power of the curriculum for our sonship education.

Now of the five heart-probing questions, the last one in
verse 35 purposely stimulates our hearts regarding the Ad-
versary and his policy of evil against us. For by its effectual
working it actually causes our hearts to sense, or feel, the
very kind of naturally unpleasant sensations and sentiments
that it is going to feel when we eventually do encounter the
Adversary’s policy of evil in the course of our sonship lives.

Wherefore through the effectual working of verses 35
and 36 our Father causes us in advance to ‘feel the heat,’ so
to speak, that will eventually come upon us from the policy of
evil. He causes our hearts to experience an authentic fore-
taste of the intimidating and fear-mongering power of
the Adversary’s opposition, so that He can address any
weakness we might have and replace it with the confidence,
assurance, and conviction that He wants us to have, and that
we need to have.

Hence the effectual working of verses 35 and 36 causes
our hearts to experience virtual empathy. For as our Father’s
question in verse 35, and the parallel example He gives us in
verse 36, work within our hearts, they actually stimulate within
us a genuine foretaste of the very same kind of chills, fears,
trembling, fainting in our minds, straitening of our bowels,
and the like, that the Adversary will work to produce within
us.

Therefore by the power of virtual empathy our Father
actually causes us to ‘taste tribulation,’ to ‘taste distress,’ to
‘taste persecution’ and the rest, and to do so with as much
realism as if we were already experiencing them.

In fact it is because of the authentic realism of our vir-
tual empathy with the Adversary’s opposition that we are
enabled to be “persuaded” that we will have success in the
face of the entire scope of the policy of evil, just like verses
38 and 39 declare.

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come,
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38–
39)

For this profession of persuasion is not an academic one.
That is, it is not merely the result of logical reasoning, nor of
convincing argumentation. And neither does it get produced
within us by the ‘inspiration’ of others.

But rather this ‘persuasion’ is both an heart-generated
and an heart-felt persuasion. For it is conceived and brought

to the birth in the depths of our hearts, where by means of
the effectual working of verses 35–37 and its virtual empa-
thy both the power of the word of God and the power of the
policy of evil squared off within our hearts to see which
would impress us more. And as we are caused to authenti-
cally ‘feel’ the power of both, it is the mighty power of our
Father’s words that should impress us the most — that should
impress us with its excellency. Hence our own hearts should
fully concur with, and we should be able to mutually articu-
late, the heart-felt persuasion that is expressed in verses
38 and 39.

Such, therefore, is one of the pre-Romans 12 examples
of the authentic realism that our Father is able to produce
within us through the power of virtual empathy.

Realism Times Two
So then through the realism of being virtual eyewit-

nesses, and through the realism of having virtual empathy,
our Father has eliminated any notion that we are disadvan-
taged. For He has fully provided for our eyes to actually
‘see’ things as if we were truly there, and for our hearts to
actually experience the very kind of feelings, sensations, sen-
timents, and the like, that He wants us to experience, (and
that we need to experience), when it comes to learning our
sonship education and living out our sonship lives.

And in particular this includes the issue of us being vir-
tual eyewitnesses of, and having virtual empathy with, the
apostle Paul’s example and pattern, so that we can be ef-
fectually ‘coached by him’ as we (1) enter into ‘the spirit of
place’ with him and authentically ‘see’ him in his situations
and circumstances; and (2) have virtual empathy with him
and an authentic ‘spirit of fellowship’ with exactly how his
situations and circumstances affected him, and with how he
dealt with them by means of the effectual working of his
sonship education within him.

The Importance and Necessity of this Extraordinary
Capability

It was said at the outset of this article that it is often
helpful for us to be able to watch and observe another’s
example when we are endeavoring to understand how to
properly apply new information, or when we are trying to
learn a new skill. And indeed it is.

However when it comes to our sonship education and
edification it is more than just helpful to us to be virtual
eyewitnesses of Paul’s example and pattern, and to have
virtual empathy with him. It is actually a necessity.

For to us Paul’s example and pattern is designed to be
much more than an help. For God our Father has designed it
to be much more than a simple guide, and even much more
than a practical tutelage.

Instead He has designed it to be a pattern to be fol-
lowed. A pattern in which we see the very kind of things
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that happen and occur when we pursue the course of our
sonship education and properly live out our sonship lives. A
pattern in which we can both see and sense how the de-
mands and experiences of living our sonship lives are going
to affect us. (For as they affected Paul, so also will they
affect us.) And a pattern in which we can both see and sense
just how the effectual working of our sonship education suc-
cessfully operated within Paul, and in doing so be able to
intelligently perceive exactly what our Father has designed
specific aspects of our education to do for us, and how to
properly apply them, so that they will effectually work within
us as they worked within Paul, and thereby bring forth the
same fruits unto God’s glory in us as they did in Paul.

Such is the fundamental nature of a pattern, which in
turn necessitates that a pattern be able to be watched and
observed so that it can convey to the observer all of the
pertinent information that he needs in order for him to be
able to unmistakably and confidently follow the pattern.

Therefore the importance and necessity of God empow-
ering His word with the extraordinary capability of making
us virtual eyewitnesses, and giving us virtual empathy.

But now let’s be a bit more specific and look at this
extraordinary capability a little closer. For the truth is that
through the effectual working of being virtual eyewitnesses
of Paul’s example and pattern, and by having virtual empa-
thy with his heart and mind, our Father has actually enabled
us to follow Paul’s very thought processes, and also to
sense the responses of his heart and bowels, as he him-
self operated upon our sonship education and applied it to
the details of his own sonship life.

In fact this means that our Father has enabled us to know
the very kind of godly cogitations and heart-calming persua-
sions that Paul’s godly edifying produced within him, and He
has enabled us to know them just as intimately, and just as
thoroughly, as if we were able to personally talk to Paul about
them, like saints in his day were able to do with him.

Wherefore as our Father enables us to virtually observe
Paul’s example and pattern, and empathize with him, we are
actually able to benefit from his counsel and ‘coaching’ in
the same way, and to the same extent, as if he personally
took us aside and counselled us saying, ‘Look, this is how
what you have just learned is designed to work in your sonship
life.’ And so by being our pattern we are actually enabled to
benefit from Paul explaining to us exactly what to expect out
of the effectual working of what our Father teaches us, (just
like he did with the saints in his day), seeing that he himself

has already experienced what we are now experiencing, and
he himself has already benefited from our Father’s words
on the matter.

Only The Beginning
Once again this is truly both an extraordinary and a phe-

nomenal capability which our Father has given to the cur-
riculum for our sonship education. What’s more, the closer
we examine it the more phenomenal it becomes. For what
has been briefly described in this article is only the beginning
of what it is designed to do for us, as we receive our sonship
education and follow Paul’s example and pattern.

In fact we need to understand that as we progress
through the curriculum for our sonship education it becomes
more and more important for us to be able to benefit from
being virtual eyewitnesses of Paul’s example and pattern,
and to benefit from having virtual empathy with his heart
and mind. This is because things in our sonship education
and lives become much more personal, and they become
more intensely subjective, the further along we get in the
course of being conformed to the image of God’s Son.

For not only does our progressive conformity to Christ’s
image naturally make things more personal and subjective
for us, but so does the increasing opposition that we receive
from the Adversary’s policy of evil. For by nature it too be-
comes much more soul-troubling and more mind-disturbing.

Wherefore as we get further along in our conformity to
Christ’s image it becomes all the more important for us to be
able to ‘see’ and observe more as virtual eyewitnesses than
we did at the first. For God has Paul relate much more that
needs to be ‘seen’ by us, and much more that needs to be
observed by us, as we deal with later occurrences of his
example and pattern.

Likewise through the power of virtual empathy we must
be able to sense and ‘feel’ more of what went on in Paul’s
heart and mind than we did at the first. For not only does
God have Paul express more ‘feelings’ in later occurrences
of his example and pattern, but during the latter stages of our
sonship lives the battle within us between what ‘feelings’ tell
us to think, and what our Father teaches us to think, be-
comes a raging battle within us right to the end.

So whether we have just been introduced to this extraor-
dinary capability, or know it well, it behooves us to invest the
time in understanding and appreciating it all the more. For
only then can we ensure that we will fully benefit from it like
we should as we live out our sonship lives.
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