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ENJOY THE BIBLE

“Hope springs eternal,” or so the saying goes. And for the
most part it does. As men encounter and experience various
trials, troubles, and vicissitudes in their lives, they quickly
seek for solace, encouragement, and the determination to
endure by laying hold on some form of hope. It may be noth-
ing more than the simple optimistic thinking that ‘Things can’t
get much worse; they just have to get better soon’; which
isn’t much more than mere wishful thinking. Or it may be
much stronger than that. It may actually be the assured pros-
pect of a definite change coming soon. Yet whatever the hope
may be, and whether it is a weak one or a strong one, it is the
inner man’s natural first line of defense against the discour-
aging and distressing effects of trouble and suffering.

With this being so, hope usually does ‘spring eternal.’
Since a troubled soul is a soul in desperate need of hope, if
by some chance one hope does not ‘pan out,’ the search im-
mediately begins for a new one. And when it is found, it is
then latched on to for support and stability. In connection
with this it is interesting to note, as Proverbs 13:12 states,
that…

12 Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the
desire cometh, it is a tree of life. (Proverbs 13:12)

Hope, therefore, certainly is health to the inner man, es-
pecially in times of adversity.

Our Own Need For Hope
The various adversities, troubles, and vicissitudes of life

that we are speaking about are common to man. They are a
natural part of this world, being the fruits of the bondage of
sin, corruption, and devolution that grips it. As such all of
these things come under the heading of what the apostle Paul
in Romans 8:18 refers to as “the sufferings of this present
time.” And we ourselves, even though we are the children of
God through faith in Christ Jesus, are by no means immune
to them.

In fact in this present dispensation of His grace, God makes
it plain and clear to us that He is not going to be shielding us

The Effectual Working of
Our Joyful Hope

(A Primer on Romans 8:18-25)

from them. This, of course, is in contrast to the way things
operate in God’s program and dealings with Israel, where
many forms of natural trouble and suffering could be avoided,
or God would directly intervene to remove it. But such is not
the case in God’s program with us today. Indeed the reality
of this is the unavoidable bottom line to all that we are taught
in Romans 8:18-39.

With this being so, we ourselves also have a need for hope
when we encounter adversity and suffering. Yet we do not
have the hope, or expectation, of God stepping in and ‘put-
ting His hand between us and the trouble.’ Again, this is not
how God is dealing with us in His program for this present
dispensation.

Nevertheless, we still do have a God-given hope that we
are to operate upon in this dispensation. And it is not only a
true hope, it is a joyful hope at that. As well it is perfectly
fitting to God’s program and dealings with us today. And as
such it is the hope that God has specifically designed to ef-
fectually work within us when it comes to “the sufferings of
this present time.”

Now before looking at our joyful hope and considering
its effectual working in our lives, we ought to first make sure
that we fully realize that God is by no means mistreating us
in this dispensation because He is not shielding us from “the
sufferings of this present time.” Nor are we somehow being
shortchanged in this regard. Far from it. In fact the exact op-
posite is true. As strange as it may sound, by allowing us to
encounter and experience “the sufferings of this present time”
God is actually honoring us. That’s right. In particular God is
honoring us as His “sons.” And as such He has designed it so
that “the sufferings of this present time” actually have a bear-
ing upon our inheritance as His “sons.”
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From EBM To You

Dear Friends of EBM,

We mentioned in the last
Quarterly that we have
been endeavoring to
come up with a way of
completing our Very
Simple Survey of The
Bible booklet series. The
first two volumes in the
series were produced a
few years back, but the
project has been ‘on the
shelf’ ever since. We
needed to find a way that
would reduce the pro-
hibitive cost we encoun-
tered with the project, as
well as eliminate some
other obstacles and
difficulties belonging to
it. Though we are not in
the position yet to
declare that we have met
with success, (some
obstacles and difficulties
still remain), we are
making encouraging
progress.

Completing the project
will require some
changes from what was
originally planned. One,
for example, will be a
major change of format
from the original plan
which called for a
number of individual
booklets or volumes.
However since this
appears to be the only
feasible way for the
project to be completed,
both financially and
otherwise, we are willing
to forego the original

(continued on page 3)

Our Sonship Status, Inheritance, and
“The Sufferings of This Present Time”

It is significant and important to note that
when Paul deals with the subject of “the suf-
ferings of this present time,” he does so imme-
diately after teaching us about our sonship sta-
tus.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the sons of God.
15 For ye have not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear; but ye have re-
ceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby
we cry, Abba, Father.
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with
our spirit, that we are the children of
God:
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so
be that we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together.
18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory which shall be re-
vealed in us. (Romans 8:14-18)

Now this is not just coincidental, as if our
sonship status and “the sufferings of this present
time” are two completely unrelated matters that
just happen to be set forth in close proximity to
each other. No, not at all. The subject of “the
sufferings of this present time” purposely fol-
lows the doctrine of our sonship status. And it
does this because there is a direct connection
between those sufferings and a particular as-
pect of our inheritance as “sons.”

Simply and briefly put, one of the first mat-
ters about which a father educates his son upon
his adoption is the matter of his inheritance. In
so doing, a “son” learns that there are two as-
pects to his inheritance. There is an uncondi-
tional part and a conditional part. That is, there
is the part which the “son” inherits by default,
so to speak, seeing he is his father’s child. How-
ever there is also the part that he can inherit by
way of promotion, or reward, in his father’s
business at the conclusion of his sonship edu-
cation and training. Or in other words there is
the part that is called “the reward of the inher-
itance.” This particular aspect of a son’s inher-
itance is tied to the issue of his response to his
sonship education and his functional life as a
“son.” And this the “son” can receive for hav-
ing been a wise and honorable “son,” who faith-
fully labored with his father in his business. The
son’s labor is worthy of a reward, and his fa-
ther rewards him with “the reward of the in-
heritance.”

Now as it is with sonship in general, so
also is it with us as God’s “sons.” Having de-
clared us to be His “sons,” God therefore im-
mediately educates us in the matter of our in-
heritance, as Romans 8:16-17 sets forth. And
as verse 17 makes clear, we learn that we also
have the same two aspects to our inheritance.

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so
be that we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together. (Romans
8:17)

As Paul says, we are “heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ.” Being “heirs of God,”
we are heirs of God’s life and all that belongs
to the honor of living in His presence. And we
will have all of this in glorified, immortal bod-
ies. This is the default aspect of our inherit-
ance.

However Paul also speaks of us being “joint
heirs with Christ.” Yet being “joint-heirs with
Christ” is not the same thing as being “heirs
of God.” It is an additional issue, or an addi-
tional aspect of our inheritance. And as the
remainder of verse 17 sets forth, it is the con-
ditional aspect. It is conditioned upon, “if so
be that we suffer with him, that we may be
also glorified together.” And with this being
the case, this is where the issue of “the suffer-
ings of this present time” come into play.

The opportunity for us to ‘suffer with
Christ’ actually begins with the issue of “the
sufferings of this present time” and our re-
sponse to them. We ‘suffer with Him’ when
we ourselves respond to such things with the
same godly thinking and attitude towards them
as the Lord Jesus Christ Himself has.

Indeed as the Lord witnesses the occur-
rence of such things, and as He sees us en-
counter and experience them, He ‘suffers’ their
existence, as well as our experiencing of them.
He does not ignore them, hide His eyes from
them, or pretend that they aren’t real. Instead
He actually ‘suffers’ them. Yet He does not
do this stoically, or fatalistically, or with mere
gritty toleration. Rather He does so through
the effectual working within Him of a very
particular understanding that He has about
them. An understanding that is derived from
the comprehension that He has of His Father’s
business and why they are allowed to occur.
And with that understanding He Himself ‘suf-
fers’ the continued existence of the effects of
the bondage of corruption in this world, and
He does so with patience and contentment.
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From EBM To You
(continued)

design. Other changes
will also be necessary. As
we continue to work on
this, we will continue to
keep you posted on the
results of our efforts.

We are also ready-
ing our booklet The
Gospel of God’s Grace:
Make it Clear! Make it
Plain! for reprinting.
This will be its third
printing. In view of the
importance we attach to
the issue of the clarity of
the gospel, the demand
for reprinting this booklet
is always pleasing to us.

Have you made any
summer vacation plans
yet? There are a number
of upcoming grace
conferences or camps
that you might like to
take in, some of which
you can find listed under
“Conferences” at
GraceOnline.org. Also
see the announcement on
page 7 for the Northern
Rocky Mountain Berean
Bible Camp in Montana
coming up in August.

Our thanks to those
who faithfully help in

supporting this
ministry!

Moreover His patience and contentment has
for its solid, unmoveable foundation the knowl-
edge of, and effectual working of, a joyful
hope.

Now once again, we as “sons” today have
the privilege of ‘suffering with Christ.’ With
this being so God is indeed honoring us when
it comes to the issue of us encountering and
experiencing “the sufferings of this present
time.” As His “sons” God is honoring us with
the godly privilege of thinking like He does,
and like the Lord Jesus Christ does, regarding
“the sufferings of this present time.” Our Fa-
ther is granting us the sonship privilege of re-
sponding to them as His godly “sons”; of pos-
sessing His godly thinking and having it ef-
fectually work within us to produce the same
godly patience, longsuffering, and endurance
that He Himself has. This, therefore, is a
sonship grace indeed, and one which provides
for us to be “joint-heirs with Christ” in the day
when God manifests us as His “sons,” and es-
tablishes both Christ and us in the fulness of
His business and its future operations.

So then with this being the case, God is by
no means shortchanging us by not delivering
us from troubles, adversities, and sufferings.
And neither has God ‘left us in a lurch’ when
it comes to dealing with any of “the sufferings
of this present time.” That is, He has not left
us to our own devices for coping with them,
nor does He expect us to have to resort to the
common hopes of the natural man, or to those
of this ungodly world. Rather, in accordance
with our sonship status and our godly edify-
ing, God has given to us a very particular hope
that is contained in a ‘form of doctrine’ which
He wants us to have operating within us. This
‘form of doctrine’ is set forth in Romans 8:18-
39, and it begins with the specific doctrine of
our joyful hope in verses 18-25.

The Doctrinal Purpose of Romans 8:18-25
Simply put, the ‘form of doctrine’ set forth

in Romans 8:18-39 has at least 3 distinct com-
ponents to it, the first of which is contained in
verses 18-25 and forms the foundation. This
foundation is the doctrine of the specific joy-
ful hope that God has given to us in this present
dispensation of His grace. And once again, it
is the very same joyful hope that our Lord Jesus
Christ Himself presently operates upon. As His
“sons” God has designed that it likewise ef-
fectually work within us, and as it does for it
to produce in us the same kind of godly pa-

tience and content endurance presently belong-
ing to Christ.

However this is not all. As the doctrine of
our joyful hope effectually works within us to
produce godly patience and endurance, it also
redounds to God’s glory on account of its god-
liness. This is something no other hope, no
matter how effective it may be, is able to do.
And this is also something that could not be
produced at all, if God shielded us from the
sufferings instead of allowing us to experience
them.

Therefore being “sons” we ought to count
it a privilege of God’s grace to us to be equipped
to respond to any of “the sufferings of this
present time” as such. And in view of it we
naturally ought to want to have the doctrine of
our joyful hope effectually working within us
to this end.

Now there is one more thing that we should
do before looking at our joyful hope. We should
take a brief look at the actual mechanics of how
the effectual working of a joyful hope produces
godly patience and endurance. This is impor-
tant to note since there is a distinct material
difference between godly patience and endur-
ance, and that which is humanly devised. To
see this we will look at two other cases: that of
our Lord Jesus Christ Himself in God’s pro-
gram with Israel, and then that of the remnant
of Israel.

The Lord’s Joyful Hope
1  Wherefore seeing we also are com-
passed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin that doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience
the race that is set before us,
2  Looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down
at the right hand of the throne of God.
(Hebrews 12:1-2)

In this passage the example of the Lord
Himself is placed before the remnant of Israel
with a view to them fully understanding and
appreciating the effectual working of a joyful
hope. As they were told back in the latter part
of chapter 10, they have “need of patience”
when it comes to enduring their particular suf-
ferings. To be precise, they needed to have
godly patience and endurance in the face of
those sufferings. And in view of this they have
been given a body of instruction and exhorta-
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actual effectual working of the Lord’s
joyful hope within Him. Specifically the
mechanics of it, and the nature of the
endurance it produced. As Hebrews
12:2 says, the Lord had “joy that was
set before him,” and because of it He
“endured the cross, despising the
shame.”

When something is “set before” your
mind, it is put there for your thoughtful
consideration; indeed for your constant
thoughtful consideration. It is designed
for you to think on it, not just occasion-
ally think about it. It is provided as a
‘stay’ for your mind, when there would
be pressure upon your mind either to
wander, or to be distracted, or to be dis-
tressed.

Such was the case with our Lord’s
joyful hope, and He did with it just what

He was supposed to do with it. It there-
fore effectually worked within Him,
enabling Him to ‘endure the cross’ be-
cause “the shame” of it was ‘despised’
by Him, being displaced in His think-
ing by the knowledge of the more com-
pelling issue of His joyful hope.

The Lord’s example, therefore,
makes it clear that godly patience and
endurance is not the same as any form
of mere humanly devised endurance.
That is, it isn’t the issue of us being pa-
tient and enduring some difficult situa-
tion or circumstance simply by gritting
our teeth and tolerating it. It’s not the
issue of us having an ‘iron will’ despite
being under pressure. Nor is it the issue
of us simply determining to put up with
something by trying to put it out of our
mind, and so not let it ‘get us down.’
Neither is it the issue of us being given
some fleeting words of encouragement,

 ... godly patience
and

endurance
is not the same as
any form of mere
humanly devised

endurance.

tion beginning at the end of chapter 10
that is specifically designed to effectu-
ally work within them to produce it.

And so with their “need of patience”
having been clearly established from
chapter 10, and with them now being
exhorted in 12:1 to “run with patience”
the race that is set before them (espe-
cially in view of their increased suffer-
ings to come), God culminates the doc-
trine to them in verse 2 by giving them
the Lord’s own example of how He
Himself operated upon the effectual
working of a joyful hope.

Now as they are exhorted to ‘look
unto Jesus’ in this regards, they are told
how that He “for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despis-
ing the shame,…” And so He did. The
Lord operated upon a particular “joy
that was set before him”; a particular
joyful hope. And it effectually worked
within Him to produce God honoring
patience and endurance in connection
with the sufferings of the cross.

In God’s program with Israel, (just
as is described earlier on in the book of
Hebrews), the Lord’s joyful hope per-
tains to the issue of Him bringing to pass
and enjoying all of the glories that are
resident in the final mandates of the
Davidic Covenant. On the cross the
Lord Jesus knew that He would be ful-
filling the first mandate of that covenant
— being the Redeemer — and that He
would need to suffer greatly in connec-
tion with it. However He also knew that
this first mandate was the one upon
which the glories belonging to all of the
other mandates would depend. There
would be “the sufferings of Christ, and
the glory that should follow,” with the
glory dependent upon the sufferings.

Therefore upon fulfilling the first
mandate, the Lord knew that He would
then be “set down at the right hand of
the throne of God,” where in eager an-
ticipation He would be “expecting till
his enemies be made his footstool.”
Where He would be eagerly anticipat-
ing putting into effect the remaining
mandates of the Davidic Covenant, and
in so doing bring to pass and enjoy His
joyful hope.

Now of particular importance to us
in all of this is what is said about the

which we discard once our trouble
passes. (For example, “Adversities build
character, don’t you know.” Or, “It’s
pressure that turns a lump of coal into a
diamond.”) It’s also not the issue of us
possessing an indomitable human spirit,
(so highly prized and praised by the
natural man), which through ‘dint of
force’ reaches deep down within and
musters the strength to endure and go
on. Nor is it, (even though I have used
the word in this article), simply the is-
sue of us learning somehow to cope with
some difficulty.

Godly patience and endurance is
none of these things. Instead it is the
issue of being both willing, and actu-
ally desiring, to see some suffering, dif-
ficulty, or adversity through to its end,
because a very specific hope that God
Himself has given effectually works
within to produce an overpowering
“joy” for seeing and enjoying that hope.
And the overpowering “joy” belonging
to the hope overpowers any distress
caused by the suffering because it pro-
duces a despising of the shame, embar-
rassment, ridicule, discomfort, grief,
and the like, that may be associated with
the adversity. The overpowering joyful
hope makes it so that the distress asso-
ciated with the suffering loses its power
to occupy the mind. It is as if there just
isn’t room for distress to settle in the
mind, because the mind is occupied with
the joyful hope.

This is what godly patience and en-
durance is all about, as well as where it
comes from. And naturally it is what the
Lord Himself possessed by means of the
effectual working within Him of His
joyful hope.

It is also what the remnant of Israel
is exhorted to possess in connection
with their particular sufferings, as well
as what we ourselves ought to possess
in this present dispensation in connec-
tion with “the sufferings of this present
time.”

The Remnant of Israel’s Joyful
Hope

3  For consider him that endured
such contradiction of sinners
against himself, lest ye be wea-
ried and faint in your minds.
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“The creature”
is the

designation given
to the body,

or realm,
of God’s creation
surrounding the

earth,...

4  Ye have not yet resisted unto
blood, striving against sin. (He-
brews 12:3-4)

What the Lord endured, and how He
did so, is set forth as an example to the
remnant. And as they “consider him that
endured” they are to understand and
appreciate the mechanics of the effec-
tual working of a joyful hope. In par-
ticular, they are to understand and ap-
preciate the mechanics of the effectual
working of their joyful hope. They are
to realize exactly how it is that God has
designed for their “need of patience” to
be fulfilled.

Hence they themselves are to ‘con-
sider’ the joyful hope that God has “set
before” them. They are to think on it,
be occupied with it, so that they can
operate upon it; so that it can effectu-
ally work within them unto the produc-
ing of godly patience and endurance,
even when the time comes that they do
begin to ‘resist unto blood.’

In connection with this, in the re-
mainder of Hebrews through The Rev-
elation we naturally find them being
reminded more than once of their joy-
ful hope and its effectual working within
them. For example,…

3  Blessed be the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to his abun-
dant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead,
4  To an inheritance incorrupt-
ible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you,
5  Who are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last
time.
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a season, if
need be, ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptations: (I
Peter 1:3-6)

The “power of God” that keeps
them, and enables them to “greatly re-
joice,” though they are “in heaviness
through manifold temptations,” is the
effectual working within them of their
“lively hope” and all the joy belonging
to it.

Our Joyful Hope
Once again, in Romans 8:18ff God

has the apostle Paul “set before” us the
doctrine of our joyful hope, along with
the issue of its effectual working within
us when it comes to any of “the suffer-
ings of this present time” that we may
experience.

18  For I reckon that the suffer-
ings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in
us. (Romans 8:18)

“The glory which shall be revealed
in us” is our joyful hope. And as Paul
says, the knowledge of it effectually
working within makes “the sufferings
of this present time” pale by compari-
son. No, in truth Paul says it does even

more than that. As Paul himself encoun-
tered and experienced any such suffer-
ings, in his mind they not only paled by
comparison to our joyful hope, they
were not even “worthy to be compared”
with it. Hence they did not pre-occupy
his thinking, or become the persistent
disconcerting object of his thinking.
And as such they were not able to get a
grip upon him, nor distress him. They
were not able to make him miserable
and/or despondent, nor depress him.
Instead the effectual working of the
knowledge of our joyful hope within
Paul precluded any of these things from
happening to him. It produced within
him the godly patience and contentment
to endure any of the sufferings, and to
actually do it with joy.

Now just what is our joyful hope?
Just what is this “glory which shall be
revealed in us,” which is designed to

work so effectually within us? Is it the
knowledge of our confident expectation
of the glory of God to come since we
are justified unto eternal life; i.e. the
issue of living forever with God? This
indeed is part of it, however our joyful
hope is more specific and more defined
than that.

The joyful hope that is set before us
is our participation in the fabulous glory
belonging to the specific role and voca-
tion that God has purposed for us to ful-
fill as His heirs. And that role, (which
God has only now revealed in this dis-
pensation), is that of us providing for
“the creature itself” to also “be deliv-
ered from the bondage of corruption into
the glorious liberty of the children of
God.” As Paul explains,…

19  For the earnest expectation
of the creature waiteth for the
manifestation of the sons of
God.
20 For the creature was made
subject to vanity, not willingly,
but by reason of him who hath
subjected the same in hope,
21  Because the creature itself
also shall be delivered from the
bondage of corruption into the
glorious liberty of the children
of God. (Romans 8:19-21)

“The creature” is the designation
given to the body, or realm, of God’s
creation surrounding the earth, which by
the very nature of its creation actually
has it being a creature type embodiment
for the earth. As such it incorporates the
heavenly realm with its living, intelli-
gent angelic creatures designed by God
to function within it. Designating it as
“the creature,” it is descriptive of God’s
intended function for that realm, creat-
ing it as He did with the earth in its
midst, and designing it to be lively and
responsive to His very presence and
residence on the earth within the midst
of it.

However though it was created as
such, as Paul says, “the creature” has
yet to function accordingly. Instead, it
“was made subject to vanity.” And this
took place in connection with the imple-
mentation of Satan’s plan of evil, which
he implemented first in the heavenly
realm, and then shortly thereafter on the
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earth itself. In connection with this, God
Himself subjected “the creature” to van-
ity. Yet, as Paul teaches, God did this
“in hope.” For He Himself had a plan
for delivering it from vanity, though He
did not reveal it at the time. Instead He
left “the creature” “subject to vanity,”
while He revealed and administered His
plan for delivering the earthly realm
within its midst.

But now the creature’s “hope” has
been revealed by God. He will not leave
it “subject to vanity.” Rather, “the crea-
ture itself also shall be delivered from
the bondage of corruption into the glo-
rious liberty of the children of God.”
And this will be accomplished through
some other “children of God.” Some
others, who being God’s heirs, will be
used by Him to provide for glorious lib-
erty to be given to “the creature.” And
those other “children of God” are us;
God’s “new creature,” the church the
body of Christ, in this present dispen-
sation of God’s grace.

Such, therefore, is God’s glorious
purpose with us in this present dispen-
sation. Being His “children,” and there-
fore being His “heirs,” God has pur-
posed for us to be utilized by Him to
provide for “the creature” to be “deliv-
ered from the bondage of corruption.”
And with this being so, the indescrib-
able glorious liberty that this will bring
to “the creature itself,” as well as the
phenomenal honor that it is to us our-
selves to be so used of God, combine to
constitute our joyful hope.

Its Effectual Working Within Us
What a hope we have! Think on it.

It is a hope that is charged with such
joy for what it all means, and for what
is all amounts to, that it should effectu-
ally work within us to make it so that
any of “the sufferings of this present
time” that we may experience amount
to nothing more than mere background
noise to us. Like a radio playing in the
background, the sufferings are there; but
they “are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed
in us.” Instead, as we ourselves “con-
sider” the “joy that is set before” us, it
effectually works within us to enable us

to “despise” any personal shame, grief,
discomfort, unpleasantness, and the like
belonging to a suffering, knowing as
God Himself does, and as the Lord Jesus
Christ does, that it is all worth it for His
and our joyful hope’s sake.

So rather than our minds being con-
sumed with the grievous, unpleasant
effects of any of “the sufferings of this
present time,” we like “the whole cre-
ation” should have our minds consumed
with the knowledge of what God is do-
ing. And indeed the knowledge of what
He is doing is that compelling.

Specifically we should be preoccu-
pied with the grandeur of what we now
know that God is providing for by means
of this present dispensation, and with
the issue of our joyful hope in connec-
tion with it. Such knowledge is indeed
much more compelling, and it should
consume us like the earnest expectation
and joy of a coming birth does for a
woman who is ‘groaning and travailing
in pain’ waiting to be delivered. Hence
Paul says,…

22 For we know that the whole
creation groaneth and travaileth
in pain together until now.
23 And not only they, but our-
selves also, which have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within our-
selves, waiting for the adoption,
to wit, the redemption of our
body. (Romans 8:22-23)

So then as Paul goes on to say, with
our joyful hope effectually working
within us to produce such ‘groaning
within ourselves,’ we are “saved.”

24 For we are saved by hope: but
hope that is seen is not hope:
for what a man seeth, why doth
he yet hope for?
25 But if we hope for that we see
not, then do we with patience
wait for it. (Romans 8:24-25)

Hence we are “saved” from the
grievous effects of “the sufferings of this
present time,” including such things as
being driven to distress and/or misery
by any of them, or from being plunged
into despair, or despondency, or depres-
sion by them. And by being so “saved,”
we can “with patience wait for” our joy-

ful hope to come to pass, and also for
the privilege of being “joint-heirs with
Christ” in that day.

Such, therefore, is the effectual
working of our joyful hope when it
comes to “the sufferings of this present
time.”

Now this has only been a brief
primer on the doctrine of our joyful
hope. Nevertheless it bears asking, Does
the knowledge of your joyful hope ef-
fectually work within you? Is your re-
sponse to any of “the sufferings of this
present time” the same as Christ’s re-
sponse? In other words, do you ‘suffer
with Him’? Can you therefore genuinely
say with Paul, (having the same com-
pelling understanding, appreciation, and
conviction), “For I reckon that the suf-
ferings of this present time are not wor-
thy to be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed in us”?

These questions are important to ask.
And not only in connection with the ef-
fectual working of the doctrine of our
joyful hope. But also because this doc-
trine is really just the beginning of
hope’s effectual working within us. Or
in other words, this is just the beginning
for us when it comes to the overall doc-
trine of hope that God sets before us in
our epistles. There is more hope that
God has for us. More hope that He has
designed to effectually work within us
to produce certain results. Even some
very specialized hopes. For example,
there are those that God has designed
to be for specific comfort, consolation,
and endurance with regards to “the suf-
ferings of Christ.” And these other hopes
are set before us, and we learn about
them, as our godly edifying and sonship
education proceeds on from Romans 8.

In view of this, the doctrine of our
joyful hope is really foundational in
nature. And by the same token so also
is its effectual working within us. Con-
sequently, if we do not benefit from it
when it comes to “the sufferings of this
present time,” most likely we will not
benefit from the other hopes either.
Naturally therefore we should take ear-
nest heed to the effectual working of our
joyful hope. For our capacity to ‘abound
in hope’ rests upon it. — K. R. Blades
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Bible Study
Resources

Write for a catalogue with a complete listing
of all available materials:

Enjoy The Bible Ministries
P.O. Box 1586
Matthews, NC 28106

or visit www.EnjoyTheBible.org

VIDEO & AUDIO

1.888.2Tim.215 (284.6215)

Enjoy The Bible Ministries Gospel Tracts
Designed to Assist You In Your
Ambassadorship For Christ

This 40 page booklet was written to assist you in
using our 20 Gospel Tracts, explaining the 7 ma-
jor volition testing points.

1-9 copies....................$3.00US $4.00CAN each
10+ copies...................$2.00US $3.00CAN each

Gospel Tracts
Our  tracts are true and faithful to “the gospel of Christ” to us in
this present dispensation. They are clear and plain regarding the
issue of justification in God’s sight being by grace through faith
without works!

One set of tracts (20 different titles)....................$2.00
Each title sold separately (25 per pack)...............$2.50

20 titlesto choose from!

REPENTANCE TO ISRAEL
The opening chapters of the book of Acts are commonly thought of as
describing the beginning of the dispensation of grace. The day of Pente-
cost often is cited as the birthday of the church. That this is not so is
abundantly apparent. God’s program and dealings with Israel is still in
effect at that time, as an examination of Acts 1-7 shows. 8 hour study
Video tape.........................................................................$13US $18CAN

ROMANS SURVEY
The first of Paul’s epistles — the portion of the Bible directly pertaining
to God’s program with us today.  Romans sets forth the doctrines that
God has designed to form the foundation of the edification of the body
of Christ.  The four cornerstones to that foundation are surveyed in this
course. 22 hour study
Video tape.........................................................................$36US $44CAN
Audio tape........................................................................$44US $60CAN

THE SABBATH AND ISRAEL
This 4 hour study examines the doctrinal role and significance of the 7th

day Sabbath in God’s program with Israel. In view of God’s plan and
purpose with Israel on this earth, God “made known unto them” His
“holy sabbath.” Learn about the commemorative significance of the 7th

day sabbath in Israel’s program, the “shadow” that it still is of “things to
come” in their program, the significance of “the second sabbath after the
first,” and more. [This study is designed to compliment both A Short
History of Israel and A Survey of Israel’s Calendar video series.] 4 hour
study
Video tape...........................................................................$8US $12CAN
Audio tape..........................................................................$8US $12CAN

A SHORT HISTORY OF ISRAEL
An examination of the outworking of God’s program and dealings with
Israel, providing a fundamental understanding of the Old Testament, the
Gospels, Acts, and Hebrews through the book of the Revelation – the
portion of the Bible directly pertaining to Israel’s program. 20 hour study
Video tape.........................................................................$34US $40CAN

A SURVEY OF ISRAEL'S CALENDAR
This study is designed to augment A Short History of Israel. Once the
fundamentals of God’s program and dealings with Israel are understood,
Israel’s calendar of feasts comes alive with meaning and significance.
4 hour study
Video tape.......................................................................... $8US $12CAN

Northern Rocky Mountain
Berean Bible Camp

THEME:
“This Treasure in Earthen Vessels”
(The Privilege and Power of Preaching the Gospel
of Grace as Ambassadors for Christ)

DATE:
August 15-18, 2002

GUEST SPEAKERS:
Pastor Alex Kurz &
Pastor Russ Hargett

LOCATION:
Camp Utmost (30 miles East of  Missoula, Mon-
tana on Hwy 200)

ACCOMMODATIONS:
Limited cabins, full RV hookup, room for tents.
Motels located in Seeley Lake and Missoula.

Camp opens at 3 pm, starts promptly at 5pm with
supper and services following and closes after
lunch on Sunday. Afternoons are free for family
recreation.

COST FOR THREE DAYS:
10 and older: $78.00
5 to 9: $21.00
4 and younger: Free

For more information contact:
Bill Fisher
3913 16th Ave So
Great Falls, MT 59405
406.727.5660
wfisher@enjoythebible.org
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ENJOY THE BIBLE MINISTRIES®

P.O. Box 1586, Matthews, NC 28106
1.888.2TIM.215  email: info@EnjoyTheBible.org

Enjoy The Bible Ministries is an independent non-profit Bible Study organization, to assist in the “godly edifying” of your soul through “sound
doctrine.” There is no shortage of Bible teaching in the world, but sound Bible doctrine which “rightly divides the word of truth” in accordance
with the revelation of the “mystery of Christ” given to the Apostle Paul is not that common. “Rightly dividing the word of truth” is the founda-
tion upon which we stand, and teaching it to the fulfillment of God’s design for your edification is what we are interested in. As a Bible Study

organization we use a variety of means and ministries to help Christians understand and enjoy the Bible.

“rightly dividing the word of truth” II Timothy 2:15

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation

LENDING LIBRARYBOOKS AND BOOKLETS

NONPROFIT
US POSTAGE PAID

MATTHEWS, NC
PERMIT NO. 41

Satan and His Plan of Evil
384 pages • 12 Chapters • Fold-out Chart

Softcover • Scripture Index
1-4 copies..............$15.00US  $18.00CAN
5-9 copies...............$13.50US $16.00CAN
10+ copies...............$12.00US $14.50CAN

The Gospel of God’s Grace
Make it Clear! Make it Plain!

40 pages • Softcover
1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

Have you ever wondered what
Heaven is Like?

40 pages • Softcover
1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

A Very Simple Survey of
THE BIBLE: Volume I

40 pages • Softcover

GENESIS: Volume II
56 pages • Softcover

1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

Our Lending Library is now up
and running. Just about all of our
materials are now available for
loan through the Library, and we

are quite pleased with the initial
response. The library will have a

minimum of one, maybe two, copies of each
study offered by Enjoy the Bible Ministries.

If you would like to make use of the Lending
Library, contact…

Enjoy The Bible Lending Library
c/o Bob & Linda Stack

2216 N. Champlain Street
Arlington Heights, IL  60004-2910

or

email at:
library@EnjoyTheBible.org


