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W’en we think about all of the various educa- Suitably Impressed and Unimpressed.................ccoo.......

tional aims, goals, and objectives that God

our Father has incorporated into the curricu- FrOmM EBM TO YOU......cvoveveveeeeeereseceseeeeeeeieeeeeenen s e e
lum for our sonship edification and lives, it is only natural Bible Study RESOUICES.........c.coeevrireerereiiiiereeee e 8
that we should be impressed with each and every one off ContactInformation..............cccocoeeiineinns
them. For first of all our sonship education and edification

is no ordinary kind of education, to say the least. Instead it
is a very unique kind of education, beiodly education this, they then in turn provide us with the various capacities
But in addition to this it is also a very specialized form of and abilities that we will need in order to carry out the
godly education. For in view of us being the church the creature’s functional life.

body of Christ — God'’s “new creature” in this present
dispensation of His grace — our sonship education is spe-
cifically designed to prepare us for the exceptional and spe-
cialized vocation that God has for us in His plan and pur-
pose. And according to the revelation of “the mystery of
Christ,” our vocation has to do with God’s now revealed

Accordingly, therefore, each one of our educational
goals and objectives serves to provide us with the acquisi-
tion of the highly specialized knowledge, skills, and skill-
sets that we will need in order to be able to intelligently
function in the various positions of intelligentsia belonging
to “the creature,” and thereby be able to properly direct

_p:lan tg d?!['r\]/eL thg‘ creat?re fro? |ts"prefent state otf var;]-t and implement its governmental administration of the heav-
Ity under “the bondage of corruption, " just as we are taug enly places, and produce the functional life thereof.

to understand and appreciate in Romans 8:19-21 at the very
outset of our sonship establishment. Wherefore the educational aims and goals of our sonship
edification are truly amazing and marvelous. Without a doubt,

19 For the earnest expectation of the creature . . . .
P ! ’ therefore, we certainly should be suitably impressed with

waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.

20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, them as each one progressively equips and trains us for
not willingly, but by reason of him who hath sub- being able to be an intelligent part of one of the most ex-

jected the same in hope, traordinary, distinguished, and phenomenal vocations that
21 Because the creature itself also shall be deliv- there is in all of God’s creation.

ered from the bondage of corruption into the glori- )

ous liberty of the children of God. (Romans 8:19— More Impressive

21) Yet when we examine our vocation a little closer, (and

Wherefore our sonship education and edification is ac- When in the course of progressing through our curriculum
tually highly specialized/ocational education and train- ~ We are taught more about it), the goals and objectives of
ing for us It is preparing us to occupy the various posi- our sonship education actually become even more amazing
tions of intelligentsia of “the creature,” and in so doing to and even more impressive.

become its functional life-force for God. For in addition to the foregoing, they are also equipping

Now with this being the case, each aim and goal of our Us to be able to produce and carry outfthlemeasureof
sonship education is naturally a vital and integral part of the the natural role that God has designed for “the creature” to
vocational education and training that we need as God's have in creation. In other words they equip us to provide
“new creature.” For first of all each of them instills us with  for the creature’sull influence and interaction with the
required knowledge and understanding that we need for€arth as its embodimgnand also fotthe fulness of its
being able to be the intelligence of “the creature.” By doing relationship with the rest of creatioifhis is because in
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\_22 With this being our first
quarter edition for the year 2007,
we want to welcome those of you
who have joined our readership
during the past year. We hope
that you find the Quarterly, as
well as the rest of Enjoy The
Bible Ministries , to be
beneficial to you in your study of
God's word. For it is our sincere
desire to be a *helper of your joy
of faith” and a contributor to your
“godly edifying whichis in faith.”

\_2 Onceagainwearein
need of reprinting the book Satan
and His Plan of Evil. This will be
its fourth printing. And with this
printing we are also making a
few minor formatting changes to
the text, as well as improving the
Scripture Index. We hope to
have the reprinting complete
before we run out of our
remaining copies.
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making our video studies
available in DVD format. As
studies are converted and
become available the DVD
listing is added to our online
catalog. So you can visit our
website to see which studies are
now available in DVD.

\_~ Besure to also visit
GraceOnline.org, as well as
other grace web sites, in order to
find out about upcoming grace
conferences or camps. Itistime
to start making plans to attend
one or more of the many Spring
or Summer meetings.
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Our thanks to those
who faithfully help in
supporting this
ministry!

view of “the creature” having been “maddhat God intends to make of “the creature.”
subject to vanity,” the full expression of itgdence by subjecting “the creature” to van-
natural role and function in creation has yet ity, (as well as by keeping “the mystery” a
be generated by it or implemented. In faciystery), God did more than make it so that
God in His wisdom has purposely preventedie present evil occupants of the creature’s
this from taking place, in view of the impacpositions of intelligentsia were wholly unable
of “the bondage of corruption” upon “the creato perceive His undisclosed plan for deliver-
ture.” What's more, God even took steps duririgg “the creature.” He also made it so that
“time past” to greatly limit and restrict thethey were wholly unable to know all thery
creature’s influence, especially its ability téhat they had forfeited as the result of the
interact with the earth. This He did expressfplly of their sin and rebelliousness; which
for the good of man, but to a certain degreegtory includes the glory of the creature’s full
was also for the good of “the creature” itselintended use in God’s plan and purpose in

) ) the ages to come.
So then by being “made subject to van-

ity,” “the creature” has yet to be able to even And indeed Satan and his cohorts did for-
carry out the full expression of its own natufeit great glory, just as Paul indicates when
ral role and function in creation. he says...

7 But we speak the wisdom of God
in a mystery, even the hidden wis-
dom, which God ordained before the
world unto OUR GLORY:

8 Which none of the princes of this
world knew: for had they known it,

But as God’s “new creature” it will not
only be our role to provide “the creature” with
its “glorious liberty,” but it will also be our
honour and privilege to provide it with the ability
to carry out the fulness of its function in cre-
ation. Consequently we also are being they would not have crucified the
equipped to do this by means of the special- Lord OF GLORY. (I Corinthians 2:7—-
ized vocational education and training thatwe ~ 8)

are receiving through the aims, goals, and ob- But now that God has revealed His “hid-
jectives of our sonship education and its “godiglen wisdom,” theylory of the creature’s full

edifying.” For this reason we ought to be ayotential in God’s plan and purpose is also
that much more impressed with what we aftow made known. And the revelation of this
given to learn. information has also been to the crushing

Yet as amazing as this is, there is SOmghagrln of the Adversary and his cohorts, just

thing else about this that should impress @ Paul says.

even more. For with “the creature” having However of particular concern to us is
been subjected to vanity, this also means thak fact that God’s revelation of the glory of
its full potential (i.e. all that God our Fatherthe creature’s full potential is part of what
has designed and intended for it to be able e has “ordained before the world unto our
do, and also for Him to be able to do with it)glory.”

has yet to even be realized. In fact until God )
revealed “the mystery of Christ” and “the ~ €NCe we are to un1derst§1nd that with
mystery of his will,” He had not even magdhe glory of the creature’s deliverance, and

known. or intimated, the full measure of th&f its full potential, no longer being ‘kept un-

creature’s potential. Its natural role and fund€r Wraps,” God our Father is presently mak-

tion was known and understood. butfitf N9 provision for two things: (1) the full ex-

potentialwas not. For rather than disclosing€Ssion of the creature's glorious and mag-
the creature’s full potential, or even giving anflificent role in creation; and (2) the manifes-
indication whatsoever about it, God also kefition and exploitation of the exceeding great-
this information to Himself, while He awaited€SS Of its full potential in the time to come.

the proper time to make it known as a matté?d according to the riches of God's grace
of His “good pleasure.” unto us “in Christ,” along with “our glory” in

connection with the creature’s deliverance,

So it was then that no created being, (netr Father is providing for all of this by means
even the Adversary nor any of his cohortsyf the very things in which He is educating
was able to realize or perceive the full usgnd training us — His “new creature” —
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and which are contained in the spe- us He is able to successfully generate Hence we also should be impressed

cialized curriculum for our sonship edu- and produce within us a significant and with the glorifying of our Father that

cation and edification. necessary point of glorious attainment occurs by these ‘tactical type’ victo-

in His ultimate objective of conform- ries that He achieves over the

ing us to the image of His Son. Adversary’s opposition to our sonship
education.

Without a doubt, therefore, we not
only should beuitably,but alschighly
impresseavith the overall design and Now understanding and appreci-
purpose of our sonship education and ating this also adds to the impressive Wherefore we have all the more
edification, as well as with each of its nature of our sonship education and reason to b&ery suitably and highly
amazing educational aims, goals, and edification. For if “the creature” itself impressedvith each and every one of
objectives. For given the specialized is marvelously impressed with what the educational aims and goals that
nature of its vocational training, along our Father is doing with us, and glori- there are in the curriculum for our
with its provision for exploiting the fies Him as it sees His sonship educa- sonship edification. For each one is not
creature’s full potential, it is not an tion succeeding with us, we too should only remarkable and marvelous as it
overstatement at all to say that ‘There be impressed with this very thing. pertains to our vocational education and
is no education like our sonship edu- training, but each is also truly glorious,

L Furthermore as we successfull .
cation. y and in more ways than one.

attain each educational aim in the
Still More Impressive course of our “godly edifying,” thisalso Impressed, Yes; but also Unim-
This, though, is not all that should makes an additional present time im- pressed

impress us. For along with preparing pactto God’s glory; but one of a some- Yet as we progress through our
us for our future vocation, each of our what differentkind. Forintruthitalso «godly edifying” and become more and
curriculum’s educational aims and at- makes an impact upon the Adversary more impressed with each and every
tainments also has jpresent time  and his cohorts. component of our vocational education
o e e are s is ecause tdeftely agaa- 21 A, ne oxact same e
ment in our Father’s purpose of con- vates the Adversary and his cohorts, opposite ?]at?ﬂe )alllsopshould be takin
forming us to the image of His Son (who not only presently constitute most Eslpce Wit s, et o v should be-g
And as such each has a manifest glo.rymc the intelligence component of “the gome increaéin I nir’n ressed(or
belonging to it and one that also re- creature,” but who also presently strlv_e ngiunimp :

'ging to 14 b to thwart the success of our sonship €SS and less impressed), with some
sults in God being glorified thereby. education), when our Father’s word other things.

In other words, as we progress effectually works within us and we And indeed this should be so. For
through our curriculum, and as each succeed with an educational goal. as our “godly edifying” generates
educational aim and objective thatwe Since they know that we are God's wjithin us the components of godliness
achieve effectually prepares us and “new creature,” and since they know _ Godly thinking, Godly behaviour,
trains us for our vocation in the heav- the purpose and value of our sonship and Godly labour — it is also naturally
enly places, each one also correspondseducation, (often to a far greater de- designed to generate within us the very
with a recognizable aspect of the Lord gree than many Christians do), it natu- same thoughts, reactions, and re-
Jesus Christ's own glorious character rally irritates them, and even outrages sponses that our Father has towards
and image in accordance with “godly them, to see God’s curriculum for our things that displease Him, or that are
edifying.” Hence our attainment of sonship education effectually working contrary to Him and to His desire for
each aim effectually generates in us Wwithin us. us. Or more to the point, as our sonship
an identifiable feature or characteris- edification conforms us to the image
tic belonging to God’s own glorious of God’s Son and prepares us for our
character, and it actually puts it on dis- Father. For it not only confirms and VOC&IIO!’] as God's “n_ew creature,” by
play. further manifests the reality of His nature it is also designed to generate

This in turn also redounds right “manifold wisdom” to the Adversary W|th|n.us the same attitude c_)fco_ntempt
now to the glorification of God our Fa-  and his cohorts, but it also puts on dis- a1d disregard, (and even disdain), that
ther by “the creature” itself. For as play the grandeur and glory of the ex- God Himself has towards things that
“the creature” earnestly awaits the cellency of the power of His word op- &€ purposefully ungodly and/or that
time of our manifestation, itis also able erating within us, in contrast to the im- 2'€ deliberately at odds V\i'th Hlf de-
to see how that through the effectual potence and failure of their attempts S/ © educate us as His “sons.
working of the excellency of the power to oppose the success of our sonship  Accordingly, therefore, many of
of our Father’s word operating within edification. our educational goals also have as part

Yet this kind of ‘negative impact’
also constitutes a glorious thing to our
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of their full effectual working the ex- they can even become ‘strongholds of foolishly provide the opportunity for us
press intent of also causing us to be- resistance’ to us, and we may not evento be deceived into becomingpre im-
comeunimpresseith certain things.  recognize that this has happened. pressed with itWhereupon we open
To become suitably unimpressed with ourselves up to the double danger, and
things that not only make no real con- double disaster, of being deceived and
tribution at all to our “godly edifying,” of deceiving ourselves.

but that if we are not careful can ac-
tually hamper it and/or corrupt it.

Hence if we fail to contemn what
we ought to contemn, we can actually
put ourselves in the most difficult posi-
tion of all when it comes to being able Unimpressed Indeed
to figure out what's wrong. In other Sothen just as it is essential for us

Now though we might have the words we can put ourselves in the po- to be suitably and highly impressed with
tendency to think it more important to  sition of being ones who ‘oppose our- the grandeur and glory of our sonship
be suitably and highly impressed with selves.’And indeed ‘self-opposition’is education, and with each of its aims
the aforementioned glory belonging to the most difficult form of oppositionto  and goals, it is also equally essential
each aspect and goal in our amazingdetect, acknowledge, and overcome. and vital for us to be suitably and
vocational training, the truth is that it For deliverance from it requires a de- strongly unimpressed with those things
is just as vitally important for us to be gree of honesty of heart, (and hence that our Father teaches us to disregard
suitably unimpressedith anything  honesty with oneself), that the position discount, ignore, scorn, and/or contemn

that might vie for our attention, and itself is quite averse to producing. as He does. The success of our “godly
thereby subtly serve to distract us, sub- edifying” truly depends upon this as
vert us, or otherwise hinder us from well.
L‘glt’i’osntfcceed'”g with our sonship edu ... (the) policy of The Mechanics of Becoming
evil against us will Unimpressed

The Importance of hﬂill!l Unim- take notice Ofany In much the same way that learn-
pressed of our failures to ing about the grandeur, value, and glory

As we progress through the cur- become suitably of our sonship education causes us to
riculum for our sonship education we unimpressed with become suitably and highly impressed
are actually taught to become unim- what our Father with each of its aims and goals, so also
pressed with a number of things, (with contemns, ... do we become suitably unimpressed
some being easier for us to have con- with things that God our Father con-
tempt for and/or disregard than oth- temns when we learn that they are
ers). But those that we are taught worthless and useless for our voca-

about at the outset, and during the early Therefore when we fail to become

stages of our “godly edifying,” are the

ones which it is most needful for us to
contemn. This is particularly so when

we realize that if we do not become
suitably unimpressed with them at the
time that God teaches us about them
then they can become formidable
stumblingblocks and hindrances to our
ability to make proper progress in our
sonship education.

. . . tional education and training, or that
suitably unimpressedith what God they will be nothing but a detrimental

our Father tells us that He discounts, di : d f .
denounces, or contemns, we ourselves.lstrmtIon and a waste of precious
.~ _“time to us.
can then become our own stumbling
block, even our own worst enemy. For Wherefore as we go about receiv-
by having improper regard for some- ing our sonship education and become
"thing that God contemns, we actually more and more impressed with it, at
carry around in our own minds the very the same time what we are learning
means by which we can be tripped up, may also be designed by our Father to
or sidetracked, or misled, or seduced, make it so that we become increas-
and thereby have the progress of ouringly disinterested and unimpressed
In fact our Adversary knows this, “godly edifying” impeded. And unfor-  with something that men in general find
and his policy of evil against us will tunately we also carry around in our fascinating. Or what we learn may
take notice of any of our failures to minds built in resistance to being able work to cause us to become unim-
becomesuitably unimpressed with to honestly perceive and admit that we pressed with something that we find
what our Father contemnpand it will ourselves are actually hindering our agreeable and pleasurable because we
exploit this to its own advantage, as it own “godly edifying.” are impressed with how the world es-
seeks to hamper and thwart the suc- teems it and places great value upon
cess of our sonship education and edi- it. Or it may work to make it so that
fication. we become more strongly unimpressed
with something about which we might
not yet be suitably or fully unimpressed.

Wherefore when we fail to be-
come suitably unimpressed with some-
thing that our Father contemns, we ac-

Moreover if we fail to become tually can give it ‘a second lease on
suitably unimpressed with such things, life,’ so to speak. What's more, we also
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So by the effectual working within  ably unimpressed with a great number position “in Christ” into practice in our
us of the various aims and goals of our of things throughout the full scope of daily lives after the energy and efforts
sonship education they provide us with our curriculum, those that we are taught of the flesh. For just as Paul declares
the kind of perceptive knowledge, un- to contemn at the first are the most in Romans 7:18...
derstanding, and discernment that we fundamental and essential for us.

. : . 18 For | know that in me (that
need in order to ‘see’ past the outer Wherefore if we are benefiting as we (

is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no

appearance of what seems to be im-should from the beginning portions of good thing: for to will is
pressive, and to thereby know the truth our “godly edifying” then we should present with me; but how to
about it as our Father does. And this is have a healthy dose of godly disregard, perform that which is good |
designed to effectually causes us to loseor discounting, or contempt, or even find not. (Romans 7:18)
our respect or esteem for them, or our disdain, for some specific things. And as he says in conclusion...
fascination with them. o _ _
Now for simplicity’s sake these 25b So then with the mind |

Hence as this occurs some seem-initial ‘contemptible things’ can be di- myself serve the law of God;
ingly impressive things have their ‘cov- vided into 2 main groups, with the first but with the flesh the law of
ering veil of respectability’ effectually coming from the effectual working of sin. (Romans 7:25b)

drawn off by what God teaches us to our instruction “in Christ,” and from Our flesh, therefore, is absolutely
understand. Then we are enabled to our sonship establishment, and from our useless and worthless when it comes
‘see’ that what gives the appearance dispensational orientation, (which we to us ‘living unto God.” We are wholly

of being good or profitable to us is ac- unable to suppress sin or to produce
tually anything but that. With other the righteousness of God by our own
things their outward attractiveness is ...our Father has energy and/or efforts, even when try-
described for what it really is, and it is designed our ing to do so by using the law of God.
shown to be nothing more than a ‘fa- curriculum to Hence by “walking after the flesh” we
cade of beauty.’ Then the real ugliness effectually pro- will be nothing but a complete and ut-

of what lies underneath, or operates in duce both senti- ter failure in our Christian lives. We
the background, is exposed to the eyes ments within us will be functlon_ally dgad unto God, with
of our understanding. all the attending misery and wretch-

as we progress . .
) edness that goes along with being a
And then there are also some seem- through it. complete failure.

ingly impressive things for which we

may already have a measure of godly
disdain, but for which we need to be
much more strongly unimpressed, if we
are going to avoid being surreptitiously
seduced or enticed or subverted by
them. When this is the case, we are
taught more about the nature of their
ungodliness, and about their detrimen-
tal and destructive capabilities, so that
greater and stronger godly contempt
for them can be generated within us.

. . Wherefore by the effectual work-
receive in Romans 1-11); and the sec-. . ] o
: . ing of Romans 6:1-8:13 within us we
ond coming from the doctrines that

comprise the beginning of the curricu- should be totally unimpressed with our

. ; . flesh. In view of its impotence and
lum for our sonship education, (as is . : :
: enmity against God, it should be a con-
set forth in Romans 12-16). And ; . . -
. temptible thing to us, just asitis a con-
among those that can have a very defl—tem tible thing to God
nite negative influence upon the suc- P 9 '
cess of our sonship education, there (2) The Sufferings of This Present
are 3 main items in each of the two Time
groups with which we should be suit- Though none of “the sufferings of
ably unimpressed. this present time” are things with
Once again, since it is not only vi- which we would have the tendency to
tal for us to be suitably impressed with FIOIISI_BOIlllanS(: ;1' fiv d ibed. b be favorably impressed, they can im-
the aims and goals of our sonship edu- h :c:cnpy 6}” L'.e y fescn_ ed, by press us nonetheless. For they can
cation, but also to be suitably unim- the e ecc:::]u_a ,}/vordlng © ourr]_lnstruci)- impress us with their trouble, hurt, pain,
pressed with anything that could im- It'lor? in rlsthanldoursonshm estadl- and difficulties. In other words they
pede or hamper it, our Father has de- IS mentvvfes oud corEe to Tllve 900l can impress us in the sense that they
signed our curriculum to effectually contemdpt .Or:' (ahn fsl(lj e_tof[a Y unim=" can overwhelm us and/or dominate us
produce both sentiments within us as pressed with), the following: with their discomfort and distress.

we progress through it (1) Our Flesh However we do not need to be im-

Being Suitably Unimpressed As God has Paul teach us in the pressed with them in the sense of al-
As was previously mentioned, latter part of Romans 7, itis absolutely lowing them to deject us or depress
though we are taught to become suit- futile for us to try to put our sanctified us, or by being bullied by them into
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putting us into a state of despondency more about the general “course” that knowing that they are not what they
or despair. For through the effectual this world has been on throughout its appear to be, or are touted to be.
working of our sonship establishment, history, and also of the evolution of
we are taught something specific by man’s ungodliness that has been tak-
which we are expected to become suit- ing place. In particular we are taught
ably unimpressed with any of “the suf- about the climactic point to which
ferings of this present time” that we man’s ungodliness had evolved at the
will experience. very time when God suspended His
program with Israel and brought in this From Romans 12-16

present dispensation of His grace and But then once our sonship educa-

So itis then that before our sonship
education actually even begins, we are
expected to become suitably unim-
pressed with at least these three
things.

For as Paul says...

18 For | reckon that the suf- longsuffering. tion and its conforming us to the im-
ferings of this present time are L - age of God's Son is actually underwa
not worthy to be compared Along with this we are also given (zgnd so the ‘renewin of)(/)ur mindss’/’
with the glory which shall be to understand that as “the course of . 9 : th
revealed in us. (Romans 8:18) this world” continues on during this 2S PEr Romans 12:2is occurring wit

us), the effectual working of what we
learn also works to generate within us
suitable godly contempt for some other
things, including the following:

Simply put, the magnificence of the present dispensation, man’s ungodli-
knowledge of “the glory which shall N€ss will not only continue to evolve,

be revealed in us” ought to make such but it will worsen. In particular man’s
a powerful impression upon us, (filing €Mphasis will be upon proudly promot-

us with such joy for what God is now N9 himself and his achievements like (1) The Wisdom of This World

doing and thrilling us to the core for Never before. Our Father actually begins to teach
our role in it), that it causes us to Accordingly, therefore, rather than  US @bout the foolishness of “the wis-
‘reckon” that no ‘suffering of this  5cceding to the truth of evolving un- dom of this world” as part of our
present time’ can come close to being gqgliness, man will boldly and increas- Sonship establishment. For when He
compared with it for importance and ngly protest against any such thing. He taught us the basics of how He would
worthiness of our mind’s occupation. il profess evolving humanness, and P€ educating us, and what our “godly

- - i is. Will describe the “course of this world” €difying” would consist of, He gave
Sothen instead of making a big '2 as one that shows him achieving mas- US t0 see that our sonship education is
o tership overit. In support he will point Vastly different from what the world
are enabled to just ‘push into the back- {0 his impressive achievements in ar- offers and the education that it pur-
ground of our minds’ by the effectual €as such as scientific knowledge, dis- sues. Hence at that time we were ex-
working of the incomparable knowl- COVery, advancements, invention, tech- pected to perceive that “the wisdom

) i i f this world” cannot contribute to our
edae of “the alorv which shall be re- hology, exploration, culture, society, ? e _
vegled N Us gory quality of life, and the like. “godly edifying,” and it would be fool-
' ish for us to think so and to pursue it.

sue out of some ‘suffering of thi
present time’ that might afflict us, w

Or in other words by the effectual In short man will become more :
working of this particular knowledge and more impressed with himself and However once our sonship educa-

we should become suitably unim- With his accomplishments. Wherefore fion gets underway and we actually
pressed with “the sufferings of this N€ will define the present “course of begin 1o get ‘conformed to the image
present time.” And so with godly pa- this world” in terms of man's evolving  0f God's Son,'it shouild become all that
tience and contentment we should be 9réatness, as he defiantly denies the™Uch more apparent to us that “the
genuinely pleased to endure any suchruth of his evolving ungodiiness and WlSdI'?Im of this world” is useless and
“sufferings,” gladly making our own fervently works to replace it with a sub- WOrthiess to us.

personal deliverance from any suffer- Stitute reality. But more than this, we should be-
ing subordinate to the far greater is- However as ones who know the 9in to clearly see that it is not only

sue of what God is doing in this present e “course of this world” and the end fraught with the foolishness and emp-
dispensation of His grace, together regylts of the continuing evolution of tiness of ungodly men’s vain imagina-
with our role in it. man’s ungodliness, (and who also see tions, sophistry, and corrupt reasoning,

i the growing darkness that is taking Putthatany attempt o incorporate any
\(/:\’:/())rl'(l;he General Course of This place in men who choose the alterna- Of it into our sonship education actu-
As we receive the fulness of our tive reality that man has created), we ally will do damage to our edification
dispensational orientation and establish- Should not be so gullibly impressed with and to our vocational training. Hence
ment through the effectual working of Man’s achievements. Instead we we should recognize that it is harmful
Romans 9-11, we are also able to learnShould be quite unimpressed with them, and even dangerous to us.
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Accordingly, therefore, we should give heed to Paul’s
reproof to the Corinthians, if we like them think otherwise.

18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among
you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him be-
come a fool, that he may be wise.

19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with
God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their
own craftiness.

20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of
the wise, that they are vain. (I Corinthians 3:18—
20)

Wherefore what begins in us as godly disregard for
“the wisdom of this world” at the time of our sonship es-
tablishment, should become strong godly disdain and con-
tempt for it. For as we progress through the early stages of
our sonship education and our Father instructs us in ‘His
wisdom,” we aso acquire His understanding that ‘the wis-
dom of thisworld is foolishness with Him.” And this, natu-
rally enough, ought to cause us to become more and more
unimpressed with this world’ s wisdom.

(2) The Fashion of ThisWorld

In like manner should we also becomeincreasingly dis-
enchanted with, and so unimpressed with, “the fashion of
thisworld.” For thisworld’ scriterionsfor determining what
ismeaningful inlife, what isnoble, what is honourable, what
is worthwhile, and the like, are clearly not founded upon
godliness. Instead “the fashion of this world” is primarily
and predominantly hedonistic. As such its pronouncements
regarding what can bring a person happiness, satisfaction,
and contentment, and therefore what makes one's life full
and rich, arefounded firmly upon the pursuit of carnal plea-
sures, and the acquisition and possession of materia things.

However our Father has designed that our sonship edu-
cation not only expose “the fashion of thisworld” for what
itis, but that it aso displace the world’s criterions for hap-
piness, satisfaction, and contentment from our minds, and
that it replace them with His. Therefore by becoming suit-
ably unimpressed with “the fashion of this world” we too
ought to operate upon the following sonship awareness.

13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the
man that getteth understanding.

14 For the merchandise of itis better that the mer-
chandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine
gold.

15 She is more precious than rubies: and all the
things thou canst desire are not to be compared
unto her.

16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her
left hand riches and honour.

17 Her ways are the ways of pleasantness, and all
her paths are peace.

18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon
her: and happy is every one that retaineth her. (Prov-
erbs 3:13-18)

(3) The Works of Darkness

As an advancement upon our godly contempt for the
genera “courseof thisworld,” (and especialy for its present
haughty and supercilious brand of ungodliness), we a so get
taught about the specific “works of darkness’ in this world
that are more or less the Adversary’s favorites. In other
words they are the “works’ that not only best support “the
darkness of thisworld,” but they are aso the onesthat best
sustain and further promote the iniquity of man’s ungodli-
nessin God's sight.

Now though we naturally should not be favorably im-
pressed with any of these “works of darkness,” the expec-
tation is that as we are taught more about them we would
become even more unimpressed with them, perceiving them
to be even more distasteful and detestable than what we
first recognized.

Therefore in accordance with acquiring an increased
godly disdain for these things, our Father’s expectation is
that we would respond just as He has Paul exhort usto do
in Romans 13:12.

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us
put on the armour of light. (Romans 13:12)

Are You Both Suitably Impressed and Unimpressed?

So then dong with us being suitably impressed with
each of the aims, godl's, and objectives of our sonship edu-
cation, our Father has also definitely designed that we be-
come suitably unimpressed with some other things; espe-
cidly anything that can either clearly or surreptitioudy work
against the success of our “godly edifying.”

Wherefore it not only behooves us to make sure that
we are suitably unimpressed with the few fundamental
things that have been mentioned, but that we are also unim-
pressed with all similar type things. For if we are “sons’
who want to ensure the success of our sonship education,
we too should be able to say with our apostle Paul...

8 Yea doubtless, and | count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord: for whom | have suffered the loss of all
things, and do count them but dung, that | may
win Christ,... (Philippians 3:8)
— K. R. Blades
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