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ENJOY THE BIBLE

Do You “Cry, Abba, Father”?
plus a few other related questions.

[The opening portion of this article is taken from a previous
article on the reality of our sonship status in this present
dispensation. We are repeating it at the beginning of this
article to refresh the memory on this important truth, before
presenting some further aspects of it.]

Gospel Clichés

This is the fourth of four articles dealing with the issue
of perverting “the gospel of Christ” by means of mis-
leading and erroneous Gospel clichés. For a fuller

examination of this matter, see the author’s booklet, The
Gospel of God’s Grace: Make It Clear! Make It Plain! from
which these articles are taken. For a proper introduction to
these articles, see the First Quarter 2001 edition of the En-
joy The Bible Quarterly.

(see “Gospel Clichés” page 5)(see “Cry, Abba, Father” page 2)

In Romans 6-8 God has the apostle Paul teach us about
the magnificence of our sanctified position “in Christ,”
and how that He is dealing with us today “under grace”

and not “under the law.” As Paul teaches us these things, he
declares that in connection with our sanctification God has
“adopted” us.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God.
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again
to fear; BUT YE HAVE RECEIVED THE SPIRIT OF
ADOPTION, WHEREBY WE CRY, ABBA, FATHER.
(Romans 8:14-15)

Indeed in this present dispensation of God’s grace we are
the adopted sons of God. And this is an astounding position
for us to be in; a wonderful and phenomenal privilege of God’s
grace unto us. However unfortunately all too often it is not
understood and appreciated as it ought to be, due primarily
to the restricted meaning that belongs to our present day us-
age of the word “adoption.”

Today when we speak of “adoption” we usually refer to
the issue of someone, who is not the natural born child of a
couple, being taken in by them and being constituted a mem-
ber of their family. By natural birth the child is not theirs, but
by “adoption” the child legally becomes their own. This is
the common meaning of the term today, and it certainly is an
adoption. However, it is not what we should think of when
we read about God adopting us. For this is not what He is
talking about.

In Romans 8:14-15 Paul is not simply referring to the fact
that we now belong to God being saved. He is not simply
referring to the fact that we are now part of God’s family. Yet
again, this is what is so commonly thought. In truth, to adopt
a child not naturally your own is only one kind of adoption.
To “adopt” simply means to take something unto yourself
and make it your own in some particular way. Hence, there

Perverting The Gospel Of Christ by Telling Someone
to “Invite Jesus Into Your Heart”

First of all, note God’s clear declaration of the fact that
faith, and faith alone, is His requirement for justification in
His sight.

21 But now the righteousness of God without the law
is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the
prophets;
22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe:
for there is no difference:
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God;
24 Being justified freely by his grace through the re-
demption that is in Christ Jesus:
25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the
remission of sins that are past, through the forbear-
ance of God;
26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that
he might be just, and the justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus.
27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what
law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. (Romans
3:21-27)
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From EBM To You

Dear Friends of EBM,

A number of past Quarterly
articles have focused upon
the issue of our sonship
status in this present
dispensation, and especially
the privileges it affords us.
For example, a recent article
looked at the issue of God’s
grand purpose behind giving
us the liberty that we have as
“sons.” The responses that
we receive to these articles
are always interesting, for
they represent the full range
of understanding. Some come
from ones who clearly and
deeply appreciate what
sonship is all about, while
others come from ones who
more or less say, ‘I’ve never
heard anyone teach on
sonship before. I’ve never
known what it means for me
to be a “son.”’

Now though we certainly
appreciate the former
responses, the latter kind give
us cause for concern. For the
doctrine of our sonship status
is not an unimportant thing.
Instead it is an integral and
vital part of our identity “in
Christ,” and it is a determin-
ing factor in how God is
dealing with us today. As
such it materially affects the
nature of our “godly edify-
ing” in this dispensation. It
has a direct bearing upon the
particular doctrines that God
has given to us to learn, the
way He has given them to us,
and the results of their
effectual working within us.
In short, understanding our
sonship status and what is
involved in our sonship life is
indispensable. It needs to be
understood and appreciated.

In view of this, and particu-
larly for those who are new
to our readership, this

(“Cry, Abba, Father” from page 1)

(continued on page 3)

are other kinds of “adoptions,” especially in
other cultures and in other circumstances. And
one of these other kinds of “adoption” is what
Paul is telling us about in Romans 8. We are
not only the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus, we also have received “the adoption of
sons.”

The Adoption of Sons
In Hebrew culture, and even among the

Greeks of Paul’s day, parents adopted their own
children. When they did this they recognized a
level of maturity that their child had reached,
and in view of it they no longer treated him as
a little child, but began treating him as an adult.
By this kind of adoption the child was declared
to be no longer in a state of childhood. He had
now passed from childhood into adulthood. He
was now declared to be a “son” and no longer
a child, and he was now going to be treated as
an adult by his parents.

Now this is the kind of “adoption” Paul is
referring to in Romans 8. And this is made per-
fectly clear in Galatians 4, where he deals with
it in quite some detail.

1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he
is a child, differeth nothing from a ser-
vant, though he be lord of all;
2 But is under tutors and governors un-
til the time appointed of the father.
(Galatians 4:1-2)

Here Paul describes this unique cultural is-
sue of adoption so common in his day. As he
says, a father’s own offspring is his “heir.” But
for “as long as he is a child,” or is in the state
of childhood, his father doesn’t treat him any
different from a servant. He may be “lord of
all” being his father’s heir, but he is not treated
as such by his father for as long as he is in the
state of childhood. Rather, in accordance with
childhood and being a minor, the father deals
with his offspring through the use of “tutors
and governors.” The relationship between the
two, therefore, is restricted and is on a puerile
level.

However, the father does not intend to al-
ways be treating his child as a child. Rather
there is an “appointed time” coming at which
the father will no longer treat his child as a child,
but will in accordance with his growth begin to
treat him as an adult. This “appointed time of
the father” is the time at which the father
“adopts” his own child. In so doing he declares
that his offspring is no longer to be considered

a “child” in the state of childhood, but now he
is to be considered an adult, a “son.” He has
attained unto sonship. And with this being so
his father is going to begin to treat him as such
and deal with him accordingly.

Again, this is the kind of “adoption” Paul
is talking about when he declares that we in
this present dispensation of God’s grace are
now the adopted sons of God. Having adopted
us God has put us into the position of adult
sons. We possess “sonship.” He is not treating
us like children. Instead He is dealing with us
as adults; as “sons.”

The Privilege of Sonship
In “time past” God’s heirs did not possess

“the adoption of sons.” Rather, as Paul points
out in Galatians 4:3, they were “children” and
God dealt with them as such.

3 Even so we, when we were children,
were in bondage under the elements
of the world: (Galatians 4:3)

In “time past” the Law covenant with its
“elements of the world” functioned like “tu-
tors and governors.” And through it God dealt
with Israel as the “children” that they were.
He dealt with them as ones in the state of child-
hood, with all of the limitations, restrictions,
and rudimentary practices and experiences
belonging to childhood. However the ap-
pointed time would come when God would
make provision so that He could adopt His
heirs, and in so doing make it so that He could
begin dealing with them as adult sons, no
longer having to deal with them as children.
And when Christ came, He came in accor-
dance with “the appointed time of the father.”
He came to provide for “the adoption of sons.”

4 But when the fulness of time was
come, God sent forth his Son, made
of a woman, made under the law,
5 To redeem them that were under the
law, that we might receive the adop-
tion of sons. (Galatians 4:4-5)

The provision that would enable God to
deal with His heirs as “sons” and no longer
have to deal with them as “children” was made
by Christ Jesus on the cross. As part of His
overall redemptive work, He made it so that
God’s heirs could be delivered from childhood
and translated into adulthood. Christ made it
so that God could “adopt” His heirs, and the
glories and privileges of sonship could begin
to be enjoyed both by He and them. Yet in
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From EBM To You
(continued)

edition’s article revisits the
fundamental doctrine of
sonship.

The reprinting of A Very
Simple Survey of The Bible:
Volume I has now been
completed. In connection
with this, it is obvious that it
has been quite some time
since we have produced any
further volumes in the series.
When we initially began
producing the series it was
our intention to produce 2
volumes a year until it was
completed. We didn’t get very
far with that, for after
producing the first two
volumes things more or less
came to a halt. There were
several reasons for this, not
the least of which was the
size of the project and the
great cost of completing it. So
though work had been done
on other volumes, we just put
the project on hold. And
that’s where it has been ever
since.

However during the past
couple of months we have
been working on a way of
possibly completing the
series, which would reduce
both the daunting nature of
the project as well as the cost
of completing it. At this point
in time it is too early to tell
whether our efforts will be
satisfactory or not, but we
wanted to let you know that
though the project has been
put on hold, it has not been
abandoned. We will keep you
posted on the results of our
efforts.

Our thanks to those
who faithfully help in

supporting this
ministry!

God’s program with Israel the adoption of sons
has yet to be fully possessed and enjoyed by
them. For God has suspended His program
with Israel, leaving the fulness of their adop-
tion still “to come.”1

However we, the members of the church
the body of Christ, are the heirs of God in this
present dispensation of His grace. And in ac-
cordance with the provision God has made
through Christ for sonship to be a reality, and
in view of the riches of His grace unto us, God
has wonderfully adopted us, putting us in the
position of adult sons and now treating us as
such. We, therefore, in this present dispensa-
tion are not being treated by God as “children”
under the tutor and governor system of the
Law. Instead we have received “the adoption
of sons” and are being treated by God as
“sons.”

The Intimacy of Sonship
Now there are many wonderful issues be-

longing to our sonship status. And they by na-
ture are markedly different from the issues that
comprised God’s childhood treatment of, and
dealings with, Israel. The primary and most
outstanding issue is that of the intimacy and
direct personal relationship that now exists
between God and us as His adopted “sons.”
Instead of having “tutors and governors,” we
possess the “Spirit of adoption.” Instead of
intermediaries, God deals with us directly
through the Holy Spirit, just as Paul declares
is the case now with us.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the sons of God.
15 For ye have not received the spirit
of bondage again to fear; but ye have
received the Spir it of Adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (Ro-
mans 8:14-15)
6 And because ye are sons, God hath
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your
hear ts, crying, Abba, Father.
(Galatians 4:6)

As Paul says, the major characteristic of
our sonship status is the issue of us being “led
by the Spirit of God.”

When a father adopts his child the relation-
ship becomes much more personal between the
two, and hence much more intimate. No longer
does the father want “tutors and governors” to
come between him and his child. And no
longer does the child need them. No longer

does the father want his child’s education lim-
ited to elementary and rudimentary things. In-
stead, having placed his child in the position
of an adult son, now the father himself person-
ally becomes his son’s teacher and guide. The
father now personally assumes the remaining
education of his son. And this is something that
has been eagerly looked forward to by the fa-
ther. He now gets to take his child unto him-
self in the close, personal relationship of
sonship, which will involve him being able to
do things with his child that he was unable to
do before.

Specifically, the child is now in the posi-
tion of maturity where he is able to understand,
appreciate, and participate with his father in
his business. And with this being so, the father
begins to educate his “son” in his business, and
also gives to him the privilege and responsi-
bility of working with him side by side in its
operations.

Likewise the greatness of this transition to
maturity is also understood, appreciated, and
eagerly anticipated by the “son.” Going from
“tutors and governors” to being personally
dealt with by his father is an issue of great joy
and relief to him. Again, with him now being
personally dealt with by his father, he knows
that the adoption commences a glorious inti-
mate relationship for both he and his father.
One which was never able to be experienced
by either of them while he was in childhood
under the “tutors and governors.”

Hence in full accordance with us now pos-
sessing this new intimate relationship of
sonship, along with what it brings and entails
for us, Paul says God has “sent forth the Spirit
of his Son into (our) hearts.” Possessing the
Spirit of God for the particular purpose of be-
ing led by Him is in direct contrast to the “tu-
tor and governor” system of the Law. The re-
strictions of relationship and intimacy associ-
ated with that system are not being employed
with us. The “weak and beggarly” elements of
the world associated with that childhood sys-
tem are not the basis of God’s dealings with us
today. Instead, nothing less than the personal
operation of the Spirit of God within us, and
what that holds for us, is what we possess as
“sons.”

“Crying, Abba, Father”
Now in view of this, (and just as would be

the case with an adopted son), our hearts ought
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For nothing less than
the grandest
of all sonship

privileges is set
before us;

the privilege of
working with

our Father
in His business.

Lord’s own particular use of this expres-
sion in Mark 14:36, He actually testi-
fies to this very thing. For at this par-
ticular time in His ministry the Lord was
not simply, or casually, communing with
His Father in prayer, as He had done a
myriad of times before. Instead at this
particular time He was preparing to en-
ter into the most demanding aspect of
His Father’s business. And as such, as
‘a son with his father,’ He was commun-
ing with His Father over the issue of
seeing it through to the end.

As both the “Son of God,” and as a
“son,” the Lord Jesus Christ had been
laboring in His Father’s business
throughout His ministry. But now the
hour was at hand for the operation of

redemption. And in connection with His
approaching involvement in this most
demanding operation of all, He prefaces
His prayer with “Abba, Father.” He
thereby acknowledges and expresses to
His Father His sonship status. And in
so doing He professes His complete
willingness to labor with Him regard-
less of its personal impact, and to see
every operation (including this one)
through to its end, just as an obedient
“son” should do. This is why He uttered
“Abba, Father.”2

Once again, therefore, the issue of
us “crying, Abba, Father” is the issue
of us acknowledging our sonship. It is
the issue of our joyful response to hav-
ing now received “the adoption of sons.”
And if we truly understand what it
means for us now to be God’s adopted
“sons”; and if we truly appreciate the
nature of our sonship status and sonship
relationship to God, along with what it
now entails both for us and Him; then

to be filled to overflowing with joy and
happiness. First of all there ought to be
joy and profound relief that childhood
is over; that we “have not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear.” But
more than this, and in fact beyond this,
we ought to be filled with the joy of
great anticipation for participating in the
glorious prospects that our sonship sta-
tus now holds for us. For nothing less
than the grandest of all sonship privi-
leges is set before us; the privilege of
working with our Father in His business.
And because our hearts naturally should
be filled with abounding joy for all of
this, this is just what “crying, Abba, Fa-
ther” expresses. Hence Paul says, …

15 For ye have not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear;
by ye have received the Spirit
of Adoption, whereby we cry,
Abba, Father. (Romans 8:15)
6 And because ye are sons, God
hath sent forth the Spirit of his
Son into your hearts, crying,
Abba, Father. (Galatians 4:6)

Naturally enough, if the doctrine of
the “adoption of sons” is not understood
and appreciated for what it is, then what
it means for us to “cry, Abba, Father” is
not going to fare any better. And unfor-
tunately this is often the case. As a re-
sult sometimes what Paul says here is
treated as if he is telling us the appro-
priate way to begin our prayers to God.
“Abba, Father,” therefore, is often sim-
ply looked upon as the familiar way for
us to address God as our Father; as the
personal way for us to address Him
since we are His children and are “of
the household of God.” In connection
with promoting this idea the Lord Jesus
Christ’s own use of the expression in
Mark 14:36 is often cited as support.

36 And he said, Abba, Father, all
things are possible unto thee;
take away this cup from me:
nevertheless not what I will, but
what thou wilt. (Mark 14:36)

Though we certainly are “of the
household of God,” and we certainly do
have a familial relationship to God,
“Abba, Father” is expressive of some-
thing much more than that. And by the

our hearts can do nothing less than cry
out to Him in joy. We cannot help but
cry out to Him as “sons” to our Father,
joyfully acknowledging to Him the
glory of our sonship status, as well as
joyfully anticipating each and every as-
pect of what our sonship life with Him
has in store for us.

A Simplified Prospectus of Our
Sonship Life

Indeed our sonship life does have
much in store for us. Its prospect is of
the highest order; its privileges abso-
lutely grand. In fact as our God and Fa-
ther educates us as His “sons,” He is
actually educating us and training us in
the operations of His business. And as
this takes place with us, He also grants
us the privilege of laboring together with
Him in the things He is doing and ac-
complishing in His business. Moreover
He does all of this in preparation for the
day when we will be entering into the
full and future aspect of His business,
following the conclusion of this present
dispensation of His grace.

Needless to say, a detailed or full
description of all that pertains to our
sonship education and life would exceed
the capacity of these few words. For in
truth everything God says to us, He says
to us as His “sons.” And nothing is en-
joined upon us, or given to us by way of
exhortation, that is not in accordance
with our sonship. Nevertheless the ba-
sic scope of our sonship education and
life can readily be described, and the gist
of it is something we should understand
and appreciate right from the outset.

Simply and briefly put, the sonship
education and life of a “son” is com-
posed of three major stages.3 In total
they provide for his complete education,
training, and work experience, with re-
spect to his father’s business. Accord-
ingly in each stage a father educates his
son in some particular issues pertain-
ing to his business. And within each
stage, as the “son” receives his educa-
tion, he is trained in particular aspects
of his father’s business, and is given
opportunities to labor with his father in
the day-to-day operations of that busi-
ness.4



www.EnjoyTheBible.org FIRST QUARTER 2002The ENJOY THE BIBLE Quarterly 5

Hence in view of the incomparable
grandeur of our sonship status, the origi-
nal question in the title to this article
now bears asking. Do you “cry, Abba,
Father”? In other words, do you indeed
know what it means to have received
“the adoption of sons”? And does it hold
the same importance to you that it does
to God?

Furthermore: Does your joy as a
“son” go beyond the issue of you not
being “under tutors and governors” and
not being “in bondage under the ele-
ments of the world”? Does it include
you being thrilled at the prospect of be-
ing educated by God as a “son,” and of
actually participating with Him in the
operations of His business in this dis-
pensation?

Without a doubt our sonship status
is a glorious thing. Our Lord Jesus
Christ died for us, not only to save us
from the debt and penalty of our sins,
but also so that we could receive “the
adoption of sons.” And yet though this
be so; and as fundamental as our sonship
status is to our identity “in Christ”; as
essential as it is to our proper under-
standing of what our “godly edifying”
is all about; it remains one of the least
taught and most neglected aspects of
God’s grace unto us. And this is not only
a shame, it can actually be a hindrance
to our “godly edifying which is in faith.”

This article, (as with its predeces-
sor), has only dealt with a few funda-
mental issues pertaining to our sonship
status and life. Yet may it prompt you
to give further consideration to your
sonship, and so all the more live your
life as the “son” that you are.

— K. R. Blades

Our Lord Jesus
Christ died for us,
not only to save us
from the debt and

penalty of our sins,
but also

so that we could
receive “the

adoption of sons.”

Now just as it is in ‘natural sonship,’
so also is it with us as God’s “sons.” We
too are provided with a sonship educa-
tion from our Father. And we too, as we
receive that education, are trained in
various and progressive aspects of
God’s business, and are given opportu-
nities to participate in it.

In connection with this it is interest-
ing to note something about the struc-
ture of Paul’s church epistles to us, i.e.
Romans through II Thessalonians. It is
quite easy to see, and commonly ac-
knowledged, that they have a three part
makeup, or are composed of three
groups. First comes Romans through
Galatians; then Ephesians through
Colossians; and then I and II
Thessalonians. And as the internal evi-
dence of the epistles themselves shows,
they possess a clear doctrinal and edu-
cational sense and sequence as we
progress through them from Romans to
II Thessalonians.5

However what is often not recog-
nized is that this three part structure with
its doctrinal progression exists as such
because it conforms to the issue of pro-
viding for our sonship education and
life. The three groups of epistles set
forth and provide us with the progres-
sive education we need for the three
stages that belong to our sonship edu-
cation and life in this dispensation. And
as we receive that education in its proper
order, and as it effectually works within
us, it takes us through the three stages
of our sonship life, and we are thereby
effectually trained in our Father’s busi-
ness, and are given the opportunities to
labor with Him in the various operations
of it.

In simple terms, such is our wonder-
ful prospect and privilege as “sons.”

Do You “Cry, Abba, Father”?
A popular recruiting motto in our

day says, “There is no life like it.” That’s
some boast, as well as quite the pros-
pect to have laid before you. However
it is undeniably true when it is applied
to us in this present dispensation. For
as the heirs of God and adopted sons
that we are, indeed there is no life like
the sonship life.

Endnotes
1 Israel will receive the adoption when God
resumes and fulfills His program with them
upon the conclusion of this present dispen-
sation of Gentile grace. See Romans 9-11,
especially 9:1-5; 11:1-36.
2 The Lord’s use of the expression in Mark
14:36 is indeed highly significant. It is es-
pecially significant and instructive regard-
ing the issue of the extent of sonship liv-
ing. And though this is something that
needs to be understood and appreciated,
it is beyond the purpose of this article to
deal with it.
3 Cf., for example, the doctrine of sonship
in the opening chapters of the book of Prov-
erbs.
4 Admittedly, this description is overly sim-
plified. However it provides a basic pro-
spectus of the sonship life.
5 Paul’s pastoral epistles of I Timothy
through Philemon, have a structure, as well
as a sense and sequence, all their own.
One that is befitting their singular doctri-
nal design, purpose, and effectual work-
ing.

4 Now to him that worketh is the
reward not reckoned of grace,
but of debt.
5 But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness. (Ro-
mans 4:4-5)
8 For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man
should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-
9)

As these verses (along with upwards
of 150 others) clearly state, God’s re-
quirement for justification unto eternal
life; for salvation from the debt and pen-
alty of one’s sins; is the sole issue of
placing one’s faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ as Savior.

Faith by nature is non-meritorious
and excludes the issue of one’s works.
Faith in someone is the issue of placing
your trust, confidence, or reliance in that
person and not in yourself. Believing in
someone is the issue of being fully per-
suaded regarding the sufficiency of that
person’s merits and strength, and de-

(“Gospel Clichés” from page 1)
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pending upon him and his merits instead
of yourself and your own merits.

Therefore in believing in someone,
you trust that person and depend upon
him and his doings for what you need,
and you don’t offer any efforts of your
own. Hence, having faith in someone by
its very nature excludes one’s own
works in any manner or form. Faith
places full confidence and dependence
upon the works of another for you.

Wherefore, when God declares in
the gospel of Christ that He is “the jus-
tifier of him which believeth in Jesus,”
this is what He is talking about. “Be-
lieving in Jesus” is the issue of placing
your complete trust, confidence, or de-
pendence upon Jesus Christ and His re-
demptive work on the cross for your
salvation, and not trusting in any works
you can do. It is the issue of having
“faith in his blood.” That is, having com-
plete confidence and dependence upon
the merits of Christ’s shed blood to pro-
vide for and effect your salvation. It is
the issue of being fully persuaded that
when He died for you as your substi-
tute Redeemer He did all the work nec-
essary to accomplish your salvation.
This is what “believing in Jesus” means.
This is what faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ as one’s Savior means.

Unfortunately, though, this issue of
faith in Jesus Christ as God’s sole re-
quirement for salvation all too often is
not made plain and clear. Rather, it is
muddled up by terminology and phrase-
ology that not only does not accurately
convey what faith in Christ is, but that
actually perverts the issue and turns
faith into works.

The following example falls into this
category. By using such an expression
God’s requirement for salvation is mis-
stated, and “another gospel” is preached
instead of the gospel of justification by
grace through faith without works.

“INVITE JESUS INTO YOUR
HEART”  — This particular expression,
though very popular and also employed
in songs that urge people to come to
Christ, still does not spell out clear and
plain the fact that faith in Christ as one’s

Redeemer is the issue. In fact, it doesn’t
describe what faith in Christ is at all.
Faith in Christ as Savior is not inviting
Him to do anything. It isn’t asking Him
to do anything. Rather, it is the issue of
trusting in Him for what He has already
done to provide for salvation.

This expression, however, is all too
often linked together with the issue of
turning from sin, cleaning up one’s life,
and making Jesus the Lord of one’s life.
The unsaved is given the idea that sal-
vation is contingent upon a change of
lifestyle and who controls his heart. Up
until now he has been living away from
the Lord and has had a self-centered
self-indulgent heart. He is told that he
needs to change this in order to be saved.
He needs Jesus to sit on the throne of
his heart. Yet, he is told, Jesus won’t
come into his heart and save him until
he determines to change his life and to
let Jesus be the Lord of his life. He is
then told that he is supposed to signify
his determination to the Lord by invit-
ing Jesus into his heart to be the Lord
of his life.

Once again, though, this is not the
issue in salvation. This is another con-
fusion of the issue of the Christian walk
with how one becomes a Christian.

Besides all of this, it is God who is
making the invitation to salvation. He’s
not waiting for an invitation from men
at all. Rather, He is the one who is call-
ing by the gospel. The inviting is on
God’s part, not the other way around.
This expression even distorts that con-
cept.

Support for this idea of inviting Jesus
into one’s heart is often made by appeal-
ing to Revelation 3:20 where the Lord
says, “Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and
will sup with him, and he with me.”
Along with this, pictures portray the
Lord standing at the door of a person’s
heart and knocking, waiting for the in-
vitation to come in by the person open-
ing the door of his heart to the Lord.

But a brief thoughtful consideration
of the context of that verse will show

that it is not talking about how to be
saved at all. The context shows that the
door is not the door of a person’s heart.

Also the context shows that the verse
is not even talking about an action of
the Lord in this present dispensation of
His grace. The book of the Revelation
is dealing with the resumption of God’s
program and dealings with Israel. It is
about the things that will be transpiring
in the “day of the Lord.” It isn’t talking
about what God is doing today in this
‘mystery dispensation.’

Moreover, the letters to the seven
churches are letters to the assemblies
of the remnant of Israel in that day. Con-
sequently, the issues that the Lord deals
with (especially in the letter to the
church of the Laodiceans) are issues of
doctrinal correction and reproof to those
that are already His own. Therefore in
these letters the Lord isn’t talking to
ones who are not justified and need to
be saved.

In addition, the portrayal of the Lord
as standing at the door and knocking is
a declaration of the time that has arrived
in Israel’s “last days.” It isn’t a repre-
sentation of the door of a sinner’s heart
at all.

Hence, the use of this verse to sup-
port the idea that God’s requirement for
salvation is the issue of inviting Jesus
into one’s heart is a clear misuse of
Scripture. But that is just how most of
the misstatements of God’s requirement
come into existence

Once again, God’s sole requirement
for justification unto eternal life is faith
alone in Christ alone as your all-suffi-
cient Savior. Your works cannot be, and
will not be, counted for righteousness.
As Romans 3:26 says, in view of “the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus” God
is “the justifier of him which believeth
in Jesus.”

Have you honestly believed in Jesus
as your all-sufficient Savior? If not, why
not do so right now. God will see your
faith, and He will do exactly what “the
gospel of Christ” says; He will justify
you unto eternal life, counting your faith
for righteousness. — K. R. Blades
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Bible Study
Resources

Write for a catalogue with a complete listing
of all available materials:

Enjoy The Bible Ministries
P.O. Box 1586
Matthews, NC 28106

or visit www.EnjoyTheBible.org

VIDEO & AUDIO

ISRAEL’S BLESSED HOPE
This brief 3 hour study looks at some of the special events and matters
that will be part of Israel’s blessed hope: for example, the shaking of the
earth; the Lord’s flight path; and the fulfilling of “the book of the wars
of the LORD.” 3 hour study
Video tape.............................................................................$7US $9CAN
Audio tapes...........................................................................$7US $9CAN

ISRAEL'S GREAT COMMISSION & OURS
Great differences exist between the Lord's commissions to His disciples
set forth in the Gospels and Acts 1-7, and those that He has given to us
in this dispensation through the Apostle Paul. In this series the differ-
ences are examined, with special emphasis placed upon understanding
and appreciating our commissions today. 10 hour study
Video tape.........................................................................$18US $23CAN

JUSTIFICATION & SALVATION
Or, The Thief on the Cross: Is he an exception to the rule?

“Justification” and “Salvation” — two terms with which we should be
very familiar. However there is more than one kind of justification in the
Bible, and more than one kind of salvation as well. Justification unto
eternal life and/or salvation from the debt and penalty of one’s sin is not
always the issue to which these words refer.

This 12 hour study looks at the different kinds of justification and salva-
tion that there are in the Bible, and in so doing deals with some prob-
lems that occur when the differences are not recognized. 12 hour study
Video tape.........................................................................$20US $27CAN
Audio tapes.......................................................................$24US $32CAN

MATTHEW SURVEY
This series of studies examines the doctrinal role of Matthew’s Gospel
in Israel’s program, along with the vast number of dispensational differ-
ences that exist between the climactic stage in God’s program with Is-
rael and this present dispensation in which we live.

SECTION # 1 (1:1-7:29) 48 hour study
Video tape.......................................................................$75US $102CAN
Audio tape......................................................................$96US $129CAN
SECTION # 2 (8:1-16:20) 42 hour study
Video tape.........................................................................$65US $90CAN
Audio tape......................................................................$84US $115CAN
SECTION #3 (16:21-23:39) 36 hour study
Video tape.........................................................................$55US $77CAN
Audio tape........................................................................$72US $99CAN
SECTION #4 (24:1-28:20).............................................To be announced

THE NEW COVENANT, COMMUNION, AND THE
DISPENSATION OF GRACE
A 12 hour study examining the fundamental issues regarding the role
and function of the New Covenant in this dispensation of grace. Appre-
ciate both the naturalness and necessity of the Apostle Paul being made
“an able minister of the new testament” for us in this dispensation of
grace. In addition, examine  the basic issues of both the commemoration
and impact that we are to enjoy and make in the Communion celebration
as the members of God’s “new creature,” the church the body of Christ.
12 hour study
Video tape.........................................................................$20US $27CAN
Audio tape........................................................................$24US $32CAN

OUR AMBASSADORSHIP
Its Privilege, Responsibility, Fight, and Glory

This 10 hour study examines the basics of these four facets to our role as
Ambassadors for Christ. As ones who have been entrusted with both the
word of reconciliation and the mystery of the gospel, it is important that
we understand these four issues pertaining to our Ambassadorship. (In-
cluded in the price is the booklet “The Gospel of God’s Grace.”)
10 hour study
Video tape........................................................................$21US  $28CAN

THE POWER OF GOD vs SATAN
"This 2 hour study is taken from the series of studies at the 1996 North-
ern Rocky Mountain Berean Bible Camp entitled "The Power of God
and The Dispensation of Grace." It looks at the differences between
Satan's tactics in God's program with Israel and in this dispensation of
grace, including the issue of demon possession. 2 hour study
Video tape.............................................................................$7US $9CAN

THE POWER OF GOD & THE DISPENSATION OF GRACE
(Northern Rocky Mountain Berean Bible Camp 1996)
This series examines the operation of God's power both in His program
with Israel and in this present dispensation of His grace. How God's
power relates to prayer, sufferings, Satan, and other such matters in both
of God's programs is examined. This series includes the teaching minis-
tries of both Pastor Alex Kurz and Pastor Keith Blades. [Note: This se-
ries also includes the 3 hour study entitled Counterfeiting the Power of
God.] 14 lessons
Video tape.........................................................................$15US $20CAN

A PSALMS PRIMER
This is a short 6-hour introduction to the doctrinal design and function
of the book of Psalms. 6 hour study
Video tape.........................................................................$10US $14CAN

1.888.2Tim.215 (284.6215)

Enjoy The Bible Ministries Gospel Tracts
Designed to Assist You In Your
Ambassadorship For Christ

This 40 page booklet was written to assist you in
using our 20 Gospel Tracts, explaining the 7 ma-
jor volition testing points.

1-9 copies....................$3.00US $4.00CAN each
10+ copies...................$2.00US $3.00CAN each

Gospel Tracts
Our  tracts are true and faithful to “the gospel of Christ” to us in
this present dispensation. They are clear and plain regarding the
issue of justification in God’s sight being by grace through faith
without works!

One set of tracts (20 different titles)....................$2.00
Each title sold separately (25 per pack)...............$2.50

20 titlesto choose from!
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ENJOY THE BIBLE MINISTRIES®

P.O. Box 1586, Matthews, NC 28106
1.888.2TIM.215  email: info@EnjoyTheBible.org

Enjoy The Bible Ministries is an independent non-profit Bible Study organization, to assist in the “godly edifying” of your soul through “sound
doctrine.” There is no shortage of Bible teaching in the world, but sound Bible doctrine which “rightly divides the word of truth” in accordance
with the revelation of the “mystery of Christ” given to the Apostle Paul is not that common. “Rightly dividing the word of truth” is the founda-
tion upon which we stand, and teaching it to the fulfillment of God’s design for your edification is what we are interested in. As a Bible Study

organization we use a variety of means and ministries to help Christians understand and enjoy the Bible.

“rightly dividing the word of truth” II Timothy 2:15

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation

LENDING LIBRARYBOOKS AND BOOKLETS

NONPROFIT
US POSTAGE PAID

MATTHEWS, NC
PERMIT NO. 41

Satan and His Plan of Evil
384 pages • 12 Chapters • Fold-out Chart

Softcover • Scipture Index
1-4 copies..............$15.00US  $18.00CAN
5-9 copies...............$13.50US $16.00CAN
10+ copies...............$12.00US $14.50CAN

The Gospel of God’s Grace
Make it Clear! Make it Plain!

40 pages • Softcover
1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

Have you ever wondered what
Heaven is Like?

40 pages • Softcover
1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

A Very Simple Survey of
THE BIBLE: Volume I

40 pages • Softcover

GENESIS: Volume II
56 pages • Softcover

1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

Our Lending Library is now up
and running. Just about all of our
materials are now available for
loan through the Library, and we

are quite pleased with the initial
response. The library will have a

minimum of one, maybe two, copies of each
study offered by Enjoy the Bible Ministries.

If you would like to make use of the Lending
Library, contact…

Enjoy The Bible Lending Library
c/o Bob & Linda Stack

2216 N. Champlain Street
Arlington Heights, IL  60004-2910

or

email at:
library@EnjoyTheBible.org


