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“ALL POWER IS GIVEN UNTO ME IN
HEAVEN AND IN EARTH”

The above words, recorded in Matthew 28:18, were
uttered by the Lord Jesus Christ to His apostles
following His resurrection from the dead and just

before returning to His Father. Though the words are few and
simple in themselves, what the Lord conveyed by them to His
apostles was highly significant. They were not simply words
that declared His victory over death, but they were words that
declared His capability and right to begin to now execute the
remainder of what the Davidic covenant called for Him to do
as Israel’s Christ. Specifically they were words that declared
to His apostles that He was in the position at that very time to
fulfill all that had been prophesied concerning vanquishing
Israel’s enemies, purging out the apostate element, restoring
the kingdom to Israel, and so glorifying her. In short, there-
fore, they were words that announced that He was in the posi-
tion to execute all that the final installment in Israel’s pro-
gram — ‘the day of His power’ — called for. Hence these few
words were full of promise and expectation concerning the
fulfillment of God’s program with Israel. They proclaimed to
the apostles the good news that the Lord was in possession of
all the power and authority necessary to finish off the climac-
tic stage in Israel’s program and to then establish the king-
dom of heaven on this earth. And in view of the truth of those
words, the Lord commissioned His apostles to fulfill their
special role as His apostles during that final installment to
the program.

These words, therefore, were indeed highly significant
words for the apostles to hear. And they understood and ap-
preciated what they meant. However they ought to be also
highly significant to us, though for an entirely different rea-
son. This is because what they signified has yet to be ful-
filled. The Lord’s ‘day of power’ has yet to occur.

The Background to These Words
As Israel’s Christ, the Lord Jesus particularly came into

this world to be Israel’s “horn of salvation.” He came to re-
deem and to deliver Israel in fulfillment of all of the man-
dates of the Davidic covenant. In so doing, the Lord would
not only suffer for them as their Redeemer, but He would also
deliver them from the hands of their enemies, avenge God’s
cause with them on this earth, and glorify them. He would

powerfully execute the “days of vengeance” spoken of by
the prophets and so destroy Israel’s enemies. And He would
then powerfully and without successful opposition establish
Himself as “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” on this earth,
ruling and reigning in Zion. The prophets repeatedly pro-
claimed these things, and they were the hope of Israel, as the
following examples testify.

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden,
and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his
oppressor, as in the day of Midian.
5 For every battle of the warrior is with con-
fused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but
this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Won-
derful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever-
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to es-
tablish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD
of hosts will perform this. (Isaiah 9:4-7)
20 The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunk-
ard, and shall be removed like a cottage; and
the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon
it; and it shall fall, and not rise again.
21 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the
LORD shall punish the host of the high ones
that are on high, and the kings of the earth
upon the earth.
22 And they shall be gathered together, as pris-
oners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut
up in the prison, and after many days shall they
be visited.
23 Then the moon shall be confounded, and the
sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts shall
reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and be-
fore his ancients gloriously. (Isaiah 24:20-23)
1 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy foot-
stool.
2 The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength
out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thy en-
emies.
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BASIC BIBLE COMPREHENSION
A concise yet thorough examination of what it means to be
“rightly dividing the word of truth” so that the Bible is prop-
erly handled. Failure to understand and employ this basic com-
mand that God gave through the Apostle Paul is the main rea-
son for so much unsound Bible teaching. The distinctive min-
istry and message of the Apostle Paul, which is the reason why
the Bible must be rightly divided, is examined in this series.

12 hour study
Video tape.....................................................$15US $20CAN
Audio tape.........................................................$15US $20CAN

1.888.2TIM.215

3 Thy people shall be willing IN THE DAY OF
THY POWER;…
5 The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through
kings in the day of his wrath.
6 He shall judge among the heathen, he shall
fill the places with the dead bodies; he shall
wound the heads over many countries.
7 He shall drink of the brook in the way: there-
fore shall he lift up the head. (Psalm 110:1-3,5-
7)

The foregoing passages make it plain that the Lord Jesus
Christ, in redeeming and saving Israel, was not only going to
suffer for them. He would also execute the wrath of Almighty
God upon their enemies in the ‘day of His power,’ and reign
victoriously through and with Israel over this earth in the glory
of their kingdom, just as promised in the Davidic and
Abrahamic covenants.

Wherefore at the beginning of the climactic stage in
Israel’s program, Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist,
spoke about this aspect of Christ’s work as he declared the
reality of what God was doing at that time.

68 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he
hath visited and redeemed his people,
69 And hath raised up an horn of salvation for
us in the house of his servant David;
70 As he spake by the mouth of his holy proph-
ets, which have been since the world began:
71 That we should be saved from our enemies,
and from the hand of all that hate us;
72 To perform the mercy promised to our fa-
thers, and to remember his holy covenant;
73 The oath which he sware to our father Abra-
ham,
74 That he would grant unto us, that we being
delivered out of the hand of our enemies might
serve him without fear,
75 In holiness and righteousness before him,
all the days of our life. (Luke 1:68-75)

The execution of the Christ’s power as Israel’s “horn of
salvation” in judging and destroying her enemies was antici-
pated with great longing, as the nation looked for her “conso-
lation” through the son of David. And the fact that the time
for that aspect of His work was nigh, was pointed out by the
Lord to his disciples when He told them,…

34 Think not that I am come to send peace on
earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.
(Matthew 10:34)

49 I am come to send fire on the earth; and
what will I if it be already kindled?
50 But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and
how am I straitened till it be accomplished!
(Luke 12:49-50)

Though “already kindled” the Lord was not going to
have “the day of his wrath,” purge His nation, and vanquish
her enemies, until He first suffered in her behalf. However
once having done so, then in accordance with the remaining
mandates of the Davidic covenant He would be given “the
sure mercies of David” with the power and authority to “put
all things under his feet.” Then, just as is set forth in the 2nd
Psalm, the Father would say to Him,...

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts
of the earth for thy possession.
9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou
shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s ves-
sel. (Psalm 2:8-9)

This, once again, was the powerful position Jesus Christ
was in when following His resurrection He declared to His
apostles, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”
He, in accordance with the Davidic covenant, was now in the
position to subdue all things unto Himself. He was now in the
position to have His day of power and to so fulfill all the things
written concerning the “days of vengeance.”

The Readiness for the Execution of The Lord’s Power
In the opening chapters of the book of Acts we read about

the arrival of the “last days” in Israel’s program and the ur-
gent need for Israel to realize that they were on the verge of
having the Lord’s day of power come upon them. Hence after
certifying that their prophesied “last days” had begun, Peter
proclaimed to Israel concerning Christ,…

34 For David is not ascended into the heavens:
but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my
Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,
35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.
36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know
assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.
(Acts 2:34-36)

And again, as recorded in Acts 3, he announced unto
the people,…
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5 Which in other ages was not made known
unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed
unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
6 That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and
of the same body and partakers of his promise
in Christ by the gospel: (Ephesians 3:1-6)

Instead of pouring out His wrath and administering His
“days of vengeance,” God revealed to the apostle Paul “the
mystery of Christ,” which He had kept secret in ages and gen-
erations past.

It is because of this present dispensation of God’s
longsuffering and grace that the Lord has not yet executed
His day of wrath on this earth. It is because of the out-work-
ing of the “mystery of Christ” that the Lord has not yet ful-
filled all His promises to Israel and reigned gloriously over
her on this earth as their “horn of salvation.”

However this present “dispensation of
the grace of God” will not continue on indefi-
nitely. As the apostle Paul declares in Romans
11:25-27, the “fulness of the Gentiles” will one
day be “come in,” and then God will resume
His program and dealings with the nation of
Israel. When He does so, the Lord will have His
day in which He will show Himself to be the
One to whom ‘all power in heaven and in earth’
has been given. As the apostle Paul says in ref-
erence to that time,…
15 Which in his times he shall shew,
who is the blessed and only Potentate,
the King of kings, and Lord of lords; (I
Timothy 6:15)

“All power” truly has been given unto the
Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord will indeed “rule in the midst of
his enemies” and fulfill all the remaining mandates of the
Davidic covenant with Israel on this earth. But this will not
be until after He concludes this present dispensation of His
longsuffering and grace to us Gentiles. Then, and only then,
will He ‘take unto Himself His great power and reign.’
— K. R. Blades
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22 For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A
prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto
you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye
hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto
you.
23 And it shall come to pass, that every soul,
which will not hear that prophet, shall be de-
stroyed from among the people.
24 Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and
those that follow after, as many as have spo-
ken, have likewise foretold of these days. (Act
3:22-24)

Finally, Stephen, after indicting the rulers of Israel for
their persistent rebelliousness against God, particularly in
view of God’s extension of mercy to them, proclaimed to them
that the Lord was now ready to ‘make His enemies His foot-
stool.’

55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost,
looked up stedfastly into heaven, and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus
STANDING on the right hand of God,
56 And said, Behold, I see the heav-
ens opened, and the Son of man
STANDING on the right hand of God.
(Acts 7:55-56)

With Stephen’s announcement the nation
of Israel (and the world as a whole) was ripe
for receiving the execution of the Lord’s “all
power.” The Lord had taken His position in
preparation for administering the judgments
of His indignation and fierce anger, just as had
been expected.

The Unexpected Staying of The Lord’s Power
However instead of doing what had been expected, the

Lord Jesus Christ did something totally unexpected. As Acts
9 records, He came back from heaven and re-appeared to Saul
of Tarsus (Paul) on the road to Damascus. In so doing, the
Lord raised him up as a brand new apostle and sent him out to
declare the longsuffering of God and that God was making a
great dispensational change. To Paul God revealed that He
was temporarily suspending His program with Israel and was
bringing in a dispensation of His grace for us Gentiles. Where-
fore Paul testifies, for example, in Ephesians 3:1ff,…

1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus
Christ for you Gentiles,
2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the
grace of God which is given me to you-ward:
3 How that by revelation he made known unto
me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,
4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand
my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)

Northern Rocky Mountain Berean Bible Camp

Speakers: Pastors Keith Blades and Alex Kurz
Location: 12 miles south of Livingston, Montana

For more information contact: Bill Fisher at (406) 727-5660
3913 16th Ave So, Great Falls, MT 59405

or
email: wfisher@imt.net

August 10-13th, 2000

More about
“ THE WORD OF GOD WHICH EFFECTUALLY

WORKETH ALSO IN YOU THAT BELIEVE”
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Paul, Paul, Paul
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OUR AMBASSADORSHIP

This 10 hour study examines the basics of these four facets to
our role as Ambassadors for Christ. As ones who have been
entrusted with both the word of reconciliation and the mystery
of the gospel, it is important that we understand these four is-
sues pertaining to our Ambassadorship. (Included in the price is
the booklet The Gospel of God’s Grace.)  10 hour study

Video tape..........................................................$21US  $28CAN

Its Privilege, Responsibility, Fight, and Glory

I t is a delight beyond description to be able to under-
stand and appreciate what God is doing in His plan
and purpose. By “rightly dividing the word of truth”

in accordance with the great dispensational change that God
has made we can open the Bible and have the testimony of
God’s word make sense. How marvelous it is to recognize the
difference between God’s program and dealings with His na-
tion Israel, and the program that He has in effect with us to-
day as set forth in the epistles of the Apostle Paul. Confusion
is completely dispelled when once we recognize the distinc-
tiveness of Paul’s apostleship and message, and hence the dis-
tinctiveness of this present dispensation of God’s grace to us
Gentiles. There is no need to be in a state of consternation or
perplexity trying to apply promises, instructions, and doc-
trines to ourselves today, which God gave to
Israel. There is no need for us to be forced to
‘spiritualize’ prophecies and teachings that
God gave to Israel, because we mistakenly
think that they somehow belong to us today.
“Rightly dividing the word of truth” in accor-
dance with the great dispensational change
God has made frees us from perplexity, con-
sternation, and contradiction.

Unfortunately, however, as we talk to
people about these things, (especially about
Paul’s special apostleship), often times our un-
derstanding and appreciation is not readily re-
ceived. It is objected to and sometimes it is even vigorously
opposed. Yet if a person is honest with himself, and also with
God’s word, the reality of the distinctiveness of Paul’s
apostleship and message is inescapable. And this is because
God Himself has made it so. Nevertheless when we first con-
front people with the issue of Paul having a special and dif-
ferent apostleship, they often object.

I Object
The particular objection I am referring to goes some-

thing like this: ‘Oh, you are just making way too much out of
the Apostle Paul.’ Or, ‘Paul, Paul, Paul; that’s all you ever talk
about. You exalt him above the Lord Jesus.’ Or even, ‘You
can follow Paul if you want, but I’m following Jesus.’ These
responses are often charged with a lot of emotion, but they
are prompted by the emphasis that we lay upon the special
nature of Paul’s apostleship. We, of course, do not exalt Paul
above the Lord, nor follow him as a man. Yet we do magnify
his office, as he himself did. And we do this because God
Himself has purposely made a big deal out of the apostleship
He gave to Paul. Moreover this very issue is something that
God has designed to be a manifest token of the reality of the
great dispensational change that He made when He raised up
Paul to be His apostle of the Gentiles.

The Right to Glory
 In Romans 15:8-21 the Apostle Paul underscores the

issue of the great dispensational change that God has made in
suspending His program with Israel and turning to us Gen-
tiles. In the passage Paul “magnifies his office” as the “min-
ister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles” that he is. And in view of
this being the case he declares,…

17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through
Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to
God. (Romans 15:17)

Paul does “glory” a lot “through Jesus Christ in those
things which pertain to God.” Paul talks about himself and
his ministry more than any other New Testament writer. Sev-
eral hundred times in the course of his epistles he draws at-
tention to himself either by name, or by the personal pronoun
“I.” And in doing so, over and over again we are confronted
with the person of the Apostle Paul. But this is not done out of
arrogance or egotism. Instead it is done because just as Paul

says, he has “whereof I may glory through Jesus
Christ in those things which pertain to God.”
Paul, therefore, has a God-ordained reason not
only for why he could glory, but also for why
he should glory.

A Divinely Designed Marker
It is God Himself who has the Apostle

Paul talk about himself as much as he does. Yet
clearly not to magnify the man Paul, but to
magnify the office of his apostleship and
thereby draw attention to the great dispensa-

tional change that God has made in turning to the Gentiles.
Paul’s apostleship, message, and ministry, is indeed new and
different. It marks a great change from what was going on
before. It is clearly different from what is recorded in the
Gospel accounts when our Lord was here functioning as “a
minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm
the promises made unto the fathers.” And what a change it is
from the continuation of Israel’s program administered by
Peter and the rest of the 12 apostles as set forth in the opening
chapters of the book of Acts. God has indeed ushered in a
great dispensational change to the praise of the glory of His
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grace, and He has magnified the office of the Apostle Paul to
draw attention to the change.

A perusal of the number of times that Paul specifically
talks about himself and his ministry shows that he deliber-
ately does so to draw attention to this very issue of the great
dispensational change that God has made through raising him
up and making known unto him “the revelation of the mys-
tery.” Consider the following few examples:

15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the
more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting
you in mind, because of the grace of God that
is given unto me of God,
16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ
to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God,
that the offering up of the Gentiles might be
acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.
(Romans 15:15-16)

11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel
which was preached of me is not after man.
12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.
(Galatians 1:11-12)

25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to
the dispensation of the grace of God which is
given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God;
26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from
ages and from generations, but now is made
manifest to his saints: (Colossians 1:25-26)
15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.
16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that
in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. (I
Timothy 1:15-16)

The self-consciousness of the Apostle Paul is two-fold.
First, he himself clearly understood and appreciated the dis-
tinctiveness of his apostleship and message. And secondly
Paul also knew that the very means by which God would draw
attention to the great dispensational change that He has made,
was through magnifying the office of his special apostleship.

Paul, therefore, had reason not only whereby he could
glory through Jesus Christ, but again he had reason whereby
he should do so. And so he did; and so should we. For it is a
Divinely designed means of marking out the dispensation of
God’s grace that is now in effect. — K. R. Blades

Growth is usually a desirable thing for any ministry or
organization. And it is something we are experiencing at En-
joy The Bible Ministries. In truth we are still a fledgling min-
istry, just a few years old. But during that time, and especially
of late, our mailing list has steadily increased; along with re-
quests and orders for our literature and tapes. Indeed all as-
pects of our ministry have seen growth, and we appreciate
these opportunities to contribute to the godly edifying of an
ever increasing number of saints.

However growing pains can easily accompany growth,
and this is something we are also experiencing. The increas-
ing demand for the various aspects of our ministry naturally
produces an increase in the amount of time and labor it takes
for us to meet the demand. Our purpose in telling you this is
so that you can understand why we may not seem as efficient
at processing your orders, responding to your letters and email,
along with responding to other requests for our ministries, as
we once were. Every thing is just taking longer to do now
than it used to take.

It may help for you to be aware that all of the day-to-
day operations of Enjoy The Bible Ministries are voluntar-
ily managed by just one family. This includes the daily pro-
cessing, packaging, and shipping of orders; mastering and
duplicating all audio and video tapes; printing all literature
printed in the US; monitoring and taking care of all facets of
our Internet website; doing all the bookkeeping; along with
all the numerous other daily requirements. Needless to say it
is time-consuming work, and frankly it is consuming much
more time now than before. Consequently sometimes orders
cannot be processed and shipped within a day or two of re-
ceiving them, as used to be the case. Likewise it takes longer
to respond to both regular mail and email. Unfortunately some-
times backorders will occur when we have run out of some
item and just have not had the opportunity to reprint it or du-
plicate it. And also The Enjoy The Bible Quarterly does not
always get out on time.

So in view of our growing pains, and as we deal with
them, we appreciate your understanding and patience.

Toll-Free NumberToll-Free NumberToll-Free NumberToll-Free NumberToll-Free Number
We have a toll-free order line for you to use. The num-

ber is 1-888-2TIM-215 (or 1-888-284-6215). Please be aware
that this is a voice-mail system and you need a touch-tone
phone to use it. Also do not expect to speak to a person when
you use this number. You will be prompted to select what you
want to do from a menu. (You can place an order; be put on
our mailing list; or request information about The Enjoy The
Bible Institute on Video.) Then you will be asked to give us
your name and address, and if ordering materials the title and
quantity of each item. It’s that simple! If you place an order
you will be billed with your order. The toll-free service is avail-
able in both the US and Canada. So for faster ordering call us
toll-free. Of course you can still write, fax, or e-mail if you
prefer.

Growing Pains



Satan and His Plan of Evil
398 pages   12 Chapters   Fold-out Chart   Softcover

1-4 copies..............$15.00US  $18.00CAN
5-9 copies...............$13.50US $16.00CAN
10+ copies...............$12.00US $14.50CAN

The Gospel of God’s Grace
Make it Clear! Make it Plain!

40 pages  Softcover
1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

Have you ever wondered what
Heaven is Like?

40 pages Softcover
1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN

A Very Simple Survey of
THE BIBLE: Volume I

40 pages Softcover

GENESIS: Volume II
56 pages Softcover

1-9 copies.........$3.00US $4.00CAN
10+ copies.........$2.00US $3.00CAN
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P.O. Box 1586, Matthews, NC 28106
1.888.2TIM.215  email:  info@EnjoyTheBible.org
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Enjoy The Bible Ministries is an independent non-profit Bible Study organization, to assist in the “godly edifying” of your soul through
“sound doctrine.” There is no shortage of Bible teaching in the world, but sound Bible doctrine which “rightly divides the word of truth”
in accordance with the revelation of the “mystery of Christ” given to the Apostle Paul is not that common. “Rightly dividing the word of
truth” is the foundation upon which we stand, and teaching it to the fulfillment of God’s design for your edification is what we are
interested in. As a Bible Study organization we use a variety of means and ministries to help Christians understand and enjoy the Bible.

“rightly dividing the word of truth” II Timothy 2:15
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�MATTHEW SURVEY

The four Gospel accounts record the arrival of the climactic stage
in God’s program with Israel, when the “gospel of the kingdom”
began to be heralded to Israel and Christ had come to begin to
implement the mandates of the Davidic Covenant. Of the four
Gospels, God has placed the book of Matthew doctrinally first,
especially in preparation for its most important role yet to come
when following this dispensation God resumes His program and
dealings with Israel. At that time the book of Matthew is designed
to have a specific impact upon the whole nation of Israel, along
with a  fundamental edifying function for the believing remnant.
This series of studies examines the doctrinal role of Matthew’s
Gospel in Israel’s program, along with the vast number of dispen-
sational differences that exist between the climactic stage in God’s
program with Israel and this present dispensation in which we
live.

This basic doctrinal survey of the book of Matthew is composed
of 4 sections, in accordance with the book’s 4 major doctrinal
presentations, and is being offered as such.

SECTION # 1 (1:1-7:29) 48 hour study
Video tape...........................................................$75US $102CAN
Audio tape..........................................................$96US $129CAN

SECTION # 2 (8:1-16:20)  42 hour study
Video....................................................................$65US $90CAN
Audio...................................................................$84US $115CAN

A 501(c)(3) nonproft corporation


